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Macintosh Arabization craze: 

A flood of applications to 
be released 


By K. Tabaza 
Special lo The Star 

MACINTOSH USERS in ihe 
Arab world will have something 
to look forward lo this spring 
with the Arabization of some 
well-known Mac applications 
under way. Among the software 
being Arabized at the moment is 
a version of Mac Frame, a very 
popular piece of software used in 
the field of civil engineering. 
Also there's a new version of the 
DTP application All Page, which 
should be going through the last 
stages of development at the mo¬ 
ment. 

For the more serious users, die 
Arabization of the well-reputed 
relational data base The Fourth 
Dimension is said to be going 
through its last documentation 



And if all of that is not 
enough, a fully Arabized copy of 
ihe latest release of HyperCard 
2.0 is ready and waiting to be 
bundled with the new Macintosh 
computers to be sent to the Arab 
world, including some Arabic 
HyperCard stacks by software 
developers which are expected 
lo accompany the release but for 


which no further information is 
available. 

Unfortunately, the software 
will not use the features of the 
new Arabic System 7.01 which 
was released by Apple last 
month, but new Arabized prod¬ 
ucts "will make use of this Sys¬ 
tem and of capabilities of the 
new Apple machines," explained 
an Apple official. 

After the release of the Arabic 
System 7.01, Apple Internation¬ 
al is finally expected to start 
shipping Quadra and Power- 


books, in addition to its Classic 
II to the Arab world with the 
new system installed, and with 
Arabic/English keyboards. The 
delay was due to the inability of 
the machines to run any version 
of System software earlier than 
7.01. 

As for the Arabic developers 
for Macintosh, the Egyptian 
company Info-Arabs have an¬ 
nounced the release of version 
2.0 of its Arabic spell checker 
Abjad Hawwaz. The new ver¬ 
sion is promised to have a data 
base of Arabic vocabulary which 
is twice as big as the old version. 
The company also claims that it 
has boosted up the speed of this 
popular Desk Accessory. 

Another Egyptian developer, 
Pie Practical Solutions, have 
also announced the release of a 
new version of Art Beat, their 
Arabic graphic design program 
for the Macintosh which is ad¬ 
vertised by the company as a 
unique program in its field, not 
on^ in the Arab World, but also 
in Europe and the USA. 

The program is one of the few 
Arabic applications capable of 
performing full colour separation 
on the Mac. ■ 


HOSTESSES NEED ED 

foSS&Hi- ,lne companyln Amman requires the 

?■Sj-r «u, 

1. Age between 20 and 30 

2 'TJdge 

3. Jordanian nationality 

4 - 2m o? h h S£ S2E* in tMe 

applications with C.V. as wall a* 

p , S“(SoJ* 1 iL be 4 " n ‘ 

B ? x 1304, Amman-Jr^?* ■ 




'■ ?«£ !■■■ •: & ] 

' • • *• ’ : 5 A. * ii-d I': 9•" | """ 

The Michelangelo scare: 
Was it worth it? 

ITS ALMOST a week since the whole world awaited ih» 
frightful day, Mnrch 6, when computers would go berserk ft* 
weeks in advance, people discussed the implications of a wide- 
scale virus strike and how it could cripple information system 
all over the world. Experts and analysts attempted to predict 
the worst, while many terrified users didn't even dare to switch 
their computers 
on and the world 
held its breath on 
"Black Friday". 

So what hap¬ 
pened? Well, ac¬ 
cording to initial 
reports, the casu¬ 
alties were mini¬ 
mal and the virus 
attack was a fail¬ 
ure. The virus 
only succeeded in 
paralysing a few 
hundred comput¬ 
ers, none of 
which were part 
of important in¬ 
formation nct- 
woiks. 

In the United 
States, computer 
and information 
experts worked around the clock during the 48 horns before the 
strike to educate the American people about the virus and how 
to get rid of u. Through the different forms of the media, meth¬ 
ods ot removal were explained to users nnd certain virus killers 
were recommended. In fuel, sales of virus killers in the week 
ending March 6 were phenomenal. 

Michelangelo has, sort of, hcljxd us find solutions for sen- 
' con,n , ,e i n |c <l one official. Apparently, the hys¬ 
teria the virus created hus made the public more aware of the 
jtengers of viruses. However many, including myself, are of 
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ooasi newspapers, Big companies have Been putting their sy* 
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Forward to the past 

■ Controversy still surrounds 
statements by PLO official Mr 
Yasser Abed Rabbo, who recent¬ 
ly revealed that the Palestinian 
organization has asked Jordan to 
endorse a confederation between 
Jordan and Palestine. He said the 
PLO has asked for Jordan's ac¬ 
tive role in demanding the trans¬ 
fer of authority over the Occu¬ 
pied Territories from Israel. 
Abed Rabbo delivered a 
letter to His Majesty the King 
early last week. 

The Palestinian move is 
thought to have come in order to 
refute any Israeli claims about 
the interpretation of UN resolu¬ 


tion 242, regarding the occupied 
areas and Jordan's sovereignty 
over the lands occupied in the 
June 1967 war with the Arabs. 
But Palestinian personalities in 
the Occupied Territories have 
said that they still have no stand 
on the confederation proposal 
and that it is a matter for the fu¬ 
ture. Palestinian analysis said the 
PLO was hoping to strengthen 
the Palestinian stand in the peace 
negotiations, especially where 
legal matters are concerned. 

Al Quds newspaper in occu¬ 
pied Jerusalem said PLO offi¬ 
cials hope that territory can be 
transferred to Jordan and then 
handed back to Palestinians 
within the framework of two 


confederated stales. Jordanians 
say this is what they offered the 
PLO back in February 1985, and 
that the PLO rejected the offer. 
One problem today concerns Jor¬ 
dan's decision to disengage both 
legally and administratively 
from the West Bank in July 
1988. Jordan's Parliament has 
not yet endorsed that decision. 

The Lebanese 
connection 

■ In surprise figures published 
in Beirut recently, Jordan 
emerged as the largest importer 
of goods from Lebanon in 1991. 
The bi-weekly Economic Per¬ 
spectives (EP) reported this 
week that S73.5 million worth 
of exports went from Lebanon to 
Jordan last year, 49% of them of 
Lebanese origin. Even allowing 
for re-exports of food and medi¬ 
cine from Jordan to Iraq, these 
figures are quite impressive, the 
newsletter said. 

Imports from Lebanon includ¬ 
ed cereals, confectionery, bever- 
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ages, metal products, chemical 
products, edible fats, glass prod¬ 
ucts, industrial machinery, card¬ 
board, fodder, electrical goods, 
seeds and live plants, clothing 
and foodstuffs. 

The case against 
the House 

■ Three newspaper columnists 
have launched attacks against 
parliamentary deputies for dif¬ 
ferent reasons, but all have to do 
with the issue of immunity and 
responsibility. 

Al Rai newspaper columnist 
Dr Pahd Al Fanek said that some 
deputies think their immunity 
gives them the right to say what¬ 
ever they like without fear of ac¬ 
countability. He added that 
while this may be true in the 
case of executive authority, it is 
definitely false when it comes to 
being accountable to the voters 
and public opinion. 

Dr Fanek's main criticism was 
directed against deputies who 
spoke during last week's Lower 
House session on unemploy¬ 
ment. Dr Fanek's accused some 
deputies of making hasty and in¬ 
accurate conclusions and state¬ 
ments. One deputy, Dr Fanek 
said, called on the government to 
close down academic branches 
of colleges because they gradu¬ 
ate unemployed youth. Another 
wanted to make a law ordering 
Jordanians with money abroad to 
repatriate their funds within a set 
time or face penalties. Dr Fanek 
said if such a law is made then 
more money will be smuggled 
out of the country. 

Another writer in Al Rai, Mr 
Saleh Hyassat, wrote about the 
recurring phenomenon of absen¬ 
teeism by Lower House depu¬ 
ties. He said the deputies who 
were elected on the platform of 
public service are how giving 
more attention to their private 
concerns and businesses at the 
. expense of the public. 

He called on deputies to as¬ 
sume the duties which they were 
elected 'to perform at a lime 
when the public is concerned 
with internal and external prob¬ 
lems. 

Ad-Dus tour's columnist Dir 
NabU Al Sharif reminded depu- 
. ties who are filing tt> amend arti¬ 
cle 73 of the Constitution which 
empowers die King to postpone 
the general elections, to show 
the same enthusiasm and amend 
article 87' of the Constitution 
. which defines deputies' unlimit¬ 
ed freedom of expression with¬ 
out accountability. 

., Dr Al Sharif said deputies may. 


. cause ' the laufcr article affects 
V deputies’ irights to speak. He add¬ 


ed that some deputies have inter¬ 
est in keeping that vague article 
as it is because it would give 
them the righL to libel people and 
settle personal accounts. Dr Al 
Sharif quoted a public opinion 
poll conducted by the University 
of Yarmouk recently which 
showed that 66.3 per cent of 
those polled believe parliament 
should be dissolved and new 
elections held. He added that 
another 80.9 per cent said depu¬ 
ties have not fulfilled their elec¬ 
tion promises while 36.5 per 
cent said (he performance of the 
House was weak. 

Dr Al Sharif said a literal un¬ 
derstanding of the article in 
question gives the wrong impres¬ 
sion that deputies arc above the 
law. He called on deputies to 
"put their house in order" first 
before rallying to amend oLher 
articles in order to maintain a 
minimum amount of credibility. 

New Horizon by 
Tareq 

■ Political commentator Mr Ta¬ 
req Massarwch will publish a 
weekly political magazine out of 
Amman. Al Ufuq (Horizon) will 
appear on the newsstands on 15. 
April. Mr Massarwch published 
Al Ufuq Al Iktisadi for three 
months in 1982 before it was 
suspended by the government of 
Mr Mudar Budran for breaching 
the terms of its liconsc.Mr Mas- 
sarweh, who writes a daily col¬ 
umn In Al Rai, says his new pub¬ 
lication will appeal to the Arab 
masses everywhere and promises 
to be as critical and outspoken as 
Mr Massarweh's daily columns 
have been for many years. 

Jordan's markets 

get a newspaper 

■ Another publication hit the 
newsstands last week, receiving 
praise from many readers. Mus¬ 
tafa Abu Libdeh's Al Aswaq 
(Markets) is a weekly newspaper 
catering for consumers and tack¬ 
ling economic issues, but his col¬ 
or publication has allowed space 
for Social and cultural issues as 
well. Abu Libdeh is a veteran 
journalist who has worked for 
many years with Al Qabas hews- 

, paper in Kuwait. He also edUed 
' Sawi Al Shaab newspaper to 
Amman and wrote for . Ad- 
Dustour and other Arab papers. 

• In his opening editorial M* 
Abu Libdeh said Jordan expects 
.. an economic recovery in; .the 
coming years, and because of 
• that his publication will play a 
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Braving the elements: 

Petra exhibition displays 
high-tech solutions 


By Hind-Lara Mango 
Special to The Star 

AN EXHIBITION entitled 
"Modem Technologies at the 
Service of Archaeology — Safe¬ 
guarding Petra" was inaugurated 
by His Royal Highness Crown 
prince Hassan on Monday at the 
French Cultural Center. The 
show, which will end on the 
29th of this month, is in coopera¬ 
tion with UNESCO and the 
French Institute for the Archae¬ 
ology of the Near East (fFAPO). 

Jacques Scigne, acting director 
of 1FAP0 in Amman, said that 
the driving force behind the ex¬ 
hibition was the French National 
Electricity Society (EDF), who 
have been active in applying 
modem technology to the study 
of monuments all over the 
world. One such project was 
their elaboration of a computer- 
aided reconstruction of the Kar- 
nak Temple in Luxor. 

Their assessment of damage 
incurred to the monuments at Pe¬ 
tra, which is largely inflicted by 
flooding, has led them to suggest 
that high technology be used to 
protect the threatened sandstone 
of this valuable archaeological 
site, both above and below the 
surface. 

"Petra needs to be protected 
from the flooding waters which 
have eroded much of the sites of 
Wadi Musa and Petra," said 
Seigne. "Another aspect to this 
problem is that the water stored 
under the earth comes up to the 
surface due to the effect of the 
heal of the sun," he added, 
"which means that salt accompa¬ 
nies the water and its crystalliza¬ 
tion further dcsLroys the monu¬ 
ments up to two meters high." 

It has been suggested that 
dams be built to collect the wnter 
and so reduce the possibility or 
further damage, however the 
dams cannot be built straight 
away. "This was tried once be¬ 
fore, and with disastrous conse¬ 
quences," said Scigne. "A new 
dam," he added, "requires care¬ 
ful study and planning so that it 
will not collapse with the first 
flood that comes." 

The EDF, who started their 
work and research Iasi Novem¬ 
ber, are being assisted by satel¬ 
lite photographs taken by the 
French company Spot Image 
(Satellite for the Observation of 
Earth), due to a lack of efficient 
maps of the flood-affected areas, 
yital local information and sta¬ 
tistics have been provided by the 
. Jordan Water Authority, 

Other Jordanian contributors 
include the Universities of Jor¬ 
dan and Yarmouk,. the Jordan 
University of Science and Tech¬ 
nology, the Higher Council for 
Science and : Technology, the 
Natural Resources Authority, the 
Ministry of Tourism and Antiq¬ 
uities, the. Department of Antiq¬ 
uities and the ! Petra National 



Trust. The exhibition consists of 
43 panels showing the contribu¬ 
tions of each participating insti¬ 
tution. 

One representative from the 
Department of Antiquities at the 
show was Dr Khairich Amr, who 
participated with three joint pan¬ 
els representing work funded by 
the Petra National TrusL, the De¬ 
partment of Antiquities and the 
University of Jordan. Her first 
panel was concerned with her 
excavations in 1991 at Zurrabah, 
a Nabataean pottery workshop 
initially discovered in 1980. The 
other two arc results of the dis¬ 
covery of that workshop. 

"These panels are, in fact, ask¬ 
ing for preservation of the site," 
said Dr Amr. "It is a unique site, 
since we do not have extensive 


pottery workshops IcfL in Jordan. 
To protect it is to preserve the 
industrial area of Petra as well as 
part of the history of technolo¬ 
gy." 

Further studies in the area re¬ 
vealed an interesting Nabataean 
clay source near Wadi Musa, 
which have in turn led to studies 
of the methods of ancient pottery 
manufacture, and the use of the 
clay After showing in Amman, 
the exhibition will move to other 
Jordanian cities. 

With Petra being on the 
UNESCO World Heritage list, 
the show will also be exhibited 
in France between July and Oc¬ 
tober of this year, as part of the 
celebration of Lhc 20th anniver¬ 
sary of the Convention of World 
Heritage. ■ 
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■ US Secretary of State James Baker will visit Amman in April 
as part of ;i Middle East tour, The Star was told. British Foreign 
Minister Douglas Hurd will also visit Jordan in May to discuss 
progress in the Middle East peuce process. 

■ Central Bank sources have disclosed that losses to Jordan re¬ 
sulting from Iraq's halt in debts payments totalled $97 in 1990 
and $118 in 1991. These figures include accumulating Interests. 
Jordan's losses in the land, sea and air freight sectors during 
1990 reached $ 164.2 million while they reached $343.8 million in 
1991. The losses were due to the Gulf crisis. 

■ The Lower House will convene in an extraordinary session In 
bite May or early June to pass certain laws, The Star was told. 
The current ordinary session of Parliament ends on 31 March. 
The House was unable to pass two important draft laws, the Par¬ 
ties Law and the Press & Publication Law, in the present session. 

■ Saudi Arabia's ambassador to Jordan will arrive in late June 
or early July, informed diplomatic sources told The Star. They 
said contacts between Amman And Riyadh on this issue have re¬ 
sumed recently. The Saudi Arabian envoy In Amman wns re¬ 
called during the early stages of the Gulf crisis. Previous attempts 
to improve Jordnnian-Saudi relations had failed. 
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By Ewa Kuklinska 

LONDON — When Mamluk 
Suluin al-Ashraf Sayr al-Din 
Qaylbay visited Jerusalem in 
1475, he was nol much im¬ 
pressed with the appearance of 
the small old madrasa there, 
which was given his name. He 
ordered its demolition and a new 
edifice was built on its site. 
There was no belter site in Jeru¬ 
salem - just at the -feet or the 
western entrance to the upper 
terrace of the Haram al Sharif, 
with the view towards die Dome 
of the Rock and the Mount of 
Olives behind it. 

The new Ashrafiyya madrasa 
had been built by Qaytbay's ar¬ 
chitects and craftsmen, all of 
whom were brought from Cairo 
after local workmen proved to be 
unsatisfactory. The building In 
its final shape was completed in 
1482. A platform was built to 
make the site and the appearance 
of the building more appropriate 
to the sultan's expectations. 

The architects were even al¬ 
lowed to extend the structure be¬ 
yond Hie western and noriiicm 
cornice of the existing rivaq, the 
arcaded ambulatory surrounding 


Islamic Jerusalem 

Linear vistas of a neglected jewel 


die sahn or courtyard. That 
meant breaking a sacrosanct reg¬ 
ulation and was possible only 
under the imperial authority. 

The madrasa was located on 
the upper level, eight meters 
above the pavement of the Har¬ 
am, with the grand processional 
pass and the majma (meeting 
hall) beneath. The effect of it all 
was to create a unique image and 
the result gave the mosque its 
reputation as the Third Jewel of 
the Third Shrine of Islam. 

What Archie Walls saw when 
he first visited the place were 
only the remains of that jewel's 
beauLy. The madrasa was devas¬ 
tated by an earthquake in 1545 
and was never restored. Another 
earthquake, in 1927 demolished 
whatever remained of the origi¬ 
nal building. 

However, "despite its mined 
condition, the Ashrafiyya still re¬ 
tains much of its original beauty, 
especially in its decorated pan¬ 
els, and it was this which firsL at¬ 
tracted me and ted me in 1971 to 


begin record¬ 
ing them'' 

writes Dr iXiT 
Walls, then an 

architect at- fu ' JkBmM 
laclied to the ^Uj|E|gpl 
British School 
of Archacolo- >' •" 
gy in Jerusa- , b / ' 
1cm. L". *■•<> 

Walls then Li , ^ 
spent a year in ■«. v . 

Cairo studying {i?. 
the great . 

Mamluk mon- , . 
umcnis there. ■ 

He knew that - 

the Mamluks 

were past masters of geometry, 
so he used their methods lo com¬ 
pare with his own measurements 
on site, knowing that the most 
logical starting point for (he 
building plan must be the center 
of the sahn. "If a circle is drawn 
with center point S and a radius 
equal to 1/2 BUG (modular Ba¬ 
sic Unit of Generation), its cir¬ 
cumference is tangential to the 
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• Technical Specifrcatipris are Available at our offices , 


west wall and to the edge of the 
platform. "He points out that 
there was no room Tor any un¬ 
planned coincidence in the origi¬ 
nal plan. Rather, he asserts, 
"these few discoveries give an 
insight into the ideas of the ar¬ 
chitect, and confirm his use of 
geometry in the design or the 
madrasa." 

Dr Walls illustrates each step 
of his work with a series of 
drawings referring to ihat circle 
as a basic geometrical figure and 
a controlling element of the 
whole building's layout. 

A hexagon is doubled lo form 
the 12-pointed star which creates 
the pnmary geometry and is 
doubled again to produce a 24- 
pointed star which generates de¬ 
tailed horizontal ana vertical pat¬ 
terns and a square. These draw¬ 
ings let the readers retrace die 
actual process of design. The au¬ 
thor hints at a suspicion that the 
planners had begun it as a 'stan¬ 
dardized structure drawing on 
the experience of earlier build¬ 
ings such as Sultan Qaytbay's 
Mosque and his house in Cairo. 

Accompanied by detailed de¬ 
scriptions of the structure of this 
once splendid edifice and black- 
and-white photographs suitable 
to the linear character of the 
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study, this vision of Sultan Qayl- 
bay's Ashrafiyya becomes realis¬ 
tic enough to provide a blueprint 
for a contemporary developer. 

Eleven drawings illustrating 
the final image of the reconstruc¬ 
tion of its architectural form — 
some of them free hand — re¬ 
veal the marvelous beauty of the 
madrasa's harmonious existence 
beside the minaret of Bab al Sil- 
sila. 

The study of the Ashrafiyya is 
useful nol only for the students 
of historians of Islamic architec¬ 
ture. The author's deep research 
into the historical background, 
the site and its relation to the 
other buildings of that time 
make this book excellent reading 
for those interested in architectu¬ 
ral conservation in general. A 
glossary of Arabic architectural 
terms makes the book easier for 
those not indoctrinated into the 
mysteries of the East. ■ 

Academic Pile 

GEOMETRY AND ARCHI¬ 
TECTURE IN ISLAMIC JE¬ 
RUSALEM: A study of the 
Ashrafiyya. By Archie G 
Walls. Scorpion/Worid of Is¬ 
lam Festival Trust London 
208pp, with 160 drawings and 
16 photographs. 

Eva Kuklinska is an architect 
and a writer based in London, 
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By Fnhd Sn hunch 

THIS WEEK'S Fouls on Jorda¬ 
nian Literalnre will examine the 
career of die well-known Jorda¬ 
nian children's writer Mro 

dab El-Farkh El-Hudhud, and 
will review her latcsL story The 
Secret of Aa/ncr’s Knife. 

Bom in Jaffa, Palestine, Raw- 
dah's parents moved lo Amman 
after die events of 1948, where 
she studied her elementary and 
part of her secondary classes; 
then her parents moved to Ra- 
mallah. After obtaining her Gen¬ 
eral Secondary Certificate in die 
scientific stream, Rawdah en¬ 
rolled al die Pharmacology Fa¬ 
culty of Cairo University, where 
she studied three years; but due 
to the 1967 events she was 
obliged to return home and leave 
the university. Despite the diffi¬ 
culties which she faced, Rawdah 
obtained her degree in Law from 
the Arab University of Beirut, 
and even began her MA studies 
in the same specialization at the 
Lebanese University. 

But in 1979, an important 
event changed the course of her 
life. The United Nadons de¬ 
clared that year as "The Interna¬ 
tional Year of the Child". 
Through her active participation 
in the year's activities, Rawdah 
discovered for the first time that 
her interest lay in this particular 
area. From that point onwards, 
Rawdah became associated with 
caring and working for children. 
She presently chairs The Chil¬ 
dren's Friends Society and is a 
member of The National Associ¬ 
ation for the Educadon of Chil¬ 
dren. She is also editor of the 
Jordanian children's magazine, 
Wissam, which is published by 
The Ministry of Culture, and edi¬ 
tor of the weekly children's sup¬ 
plement of Ad-Dusiour. In addi¬ 
tion, she participates in 
conferences, festivals, symposia 
and book fairs for children held 
throughout the Arab world, and 
is a member of the International 
Books for Children and Youth 
fiBCY), whose secretariate is in 
Geneva. 

Rawdah El-Hudhud is an ac¬ 
tive member of The Jordanian 
Writers Association, and a 
founding member of die Arab 
Development Council. She has 
produced about 20 books for 
children, notably The Redemp¬ 
tion Caravan, which won me 
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Rawdah El-Hudhud: 
Nationalistic children's writer 



Rawdah El-Hudhud 

/yab Organization for Educa¬ 
tion, Culture and Science prize; 
A Lion Over Haifa , which won 
the Royal Jordanian Air Force 
prize and Conflict in the Jungle, 
a symbolic story. 

The Secret of Aamer's Knife, a 
documentary story for children, 
was published by the Kinds Cen¬ 
ter, Amman in 1991. The 29- 
page story narrates the events of 
Aamcr Abu Saihan's life, span¬ 
ning his childhood and his 
youth, right up to the heroic 
deed he performs and which 
ends with his arrest by the occu¬ 
pation forces. The story is narrat¬ 
ed in -a simplified manner and 
suits die taste and comprehen¬ 
sion level of children. Its realis¬ 
tic depiction of events and fac¬ 
tors that influence the 
protagonist, supported by docu¬ 
mentary photographs and illus¬ 
trations make it a masterpiece. 
The illustrations themselves 
make the story easy for children 
to grasp, even if their reading 
abilities have not been sufficient¬ 
ly developed. 

The plot of die story is simple; 
due to the participation of Pales¬ 
tinian children in the intifada, Is¬ 
raeli occupation forces close 
down all the schools and educa¬ 
tional institutions in the occu¬ 
pied territories. This act deprives 
Aamcr and the rest or his school¬ 
mates of the opportunity to con-* 
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linuc their studies, and so he 
joins his father in his work as a 
builder. 

Aumer learns from ihc Sheikh 
of Uic Aqsa Mosque in Jerusa¬ 
lem where he usually attends the 
Friday prayers, that an extremist 
Jewish organization intends to 
lay the foundation of a Jewish 
temple inside the precincts of the 
Aqsa. The Sheikh, Abu Sneinch, 
asks all Muslims lo come and 
defend their holy mosque, but 
prevented by Israeli forces to go, 
Aamcr listens lo the news of the 
attack on the mosque on the ra¬ 
dio. 

The world was horrified to 
hear of the Aqsa Mosque massa¬ 
cre, committed by Israeli forces 
against innocent Palestinian wor¬ 
shippers, and Aamcr listened to 
the atrocities committed there. 
Men, women and wounded peo¬ 
ple were pulled out of ambulanc¬ 
es to be arrested, killed, or beat¬ 
en ferae iousl y; doctors who 
came to give first aid lo the 
wounded were fired at, and tear- 
gas was thrown at women inside 
the buildings, choking them to 
death. But what was so pro¬ 
foundly moving to Aamer was 
the news that Sheikh Abu Snei- 
neh and twenty other worship¬ 
pers had been killed. He began 
to meditate on ways to avenge 
these deaths. 

He secretly made a large spear 
Itom a piece of iron, and seized 
the first opportunity to leave for 
Jerusalem to take revenge, head¬ 
ing for the Baqaa Avenue, which 
he knew very well. 

Prior to lus departure to Jeru¬ 
salem, he held his liulc daughter 
in his arms, kissed her, cost a 
last look at the house, and 
thought much about the vision 
he had seen during the night. He 
knew that his house would be 


demolished by the Israeli forces, 
as had happened to the houses of. 
many of his relatives and 
friends, but this did not change 
his mind. He thought that even if 
he were killed, he would have 
the honor of martyrdom and 
dwelling among the prophets 
and lire chosen faithful. In his 
heroic operation, he succeeded 
in killing three of 
the enemy soldiers, 
including a high- 
ranking officer, be¬ 
fore being arrested 
and taken to jail. 

This is the plot, 
but the story con¬ 
tains much more 
than this simple 
summary. There is 
the psychological 
conflict over the 
nature of the act 
that, he chose, and 
whether there arc 
alternatives to such 
a revenge. There.is 
also the response 
of the Palestinian 
people to the de¬ 
struction of their 
homes by the occu¬ 
pation forces; and 
a historical review 
of the place and 
value of the Aqsa 
Mosque for Mus¬ 
lims everywhere. 

In one passage in the story, a 
striking contrast is drawn be¬ 
tween Aamer’s deed and those 
that Israeli soldiers and officers 
usually commit against innocent 
people. The following excerpt 
describes events just after Aamcr 
has killed two Israeli soldiers: 

From.early childhood, accord¬ 
ing to Israeli laws and rules, 
every Israeli in Palestine should 
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he tinned, every Israeli should 
have his finger on the trigger. 
This officer hail spent tens of 
years training, from his early 

I n ! Ul/t£ U( I'M, in 

shooting Arabs. For they cunnot 
feel secure unless they carry 
their guns: they have occupied 
Palestine, and intend to expatri¬ 
ate. imprison, or kill its people 
— so even for a moment, how 
can they forget their arms? 

So often n murderer becomes 
the victim of his own crime and 
perpetration; so often the jailer 
becomes the jailed — and this 
officer, who is standing in front 
of Aamer is the murderer and 
the murdered, the jailer and the 



jailed, the victim of the malevo¬ 
lent Zionist thought. As though 
some unseen power held the 
spear firmly with him, Aamer ad¬ 
vanced imreluctantly towards 
the officer; sensing that he is not 
alone in his belief, and that there 
is one great power beyond hu¬ 
man reach that advocates his 
cause. The officer fired at Aatn- 
er, and the bullet rested in his 

Continued on page 15 
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Jordanian children declare: 
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'We want more violence in our programs!' 


B y Vesna Masliurqa 
Special lo The Slur 

"JORDANIAN CHILDREN 
love films and cartoons which 
deal with violence and aggres¬ 
sion,” said Zahia lnnab, the head 
of children's programs at Jordan 
Television recently. "The televi¬ 
sion company receives telephone 
colls ana letters from children 
daily, demanding more 'heroes 1 , 
who, according to the children's 
TV program evaluation commit¬ 
tee, ore aggressive and destruc¬ 
tive." 

When lulking lo children who 
were in the JTV studio for the 
recording of the children's pro¬ 
gram The Builders of the Future, 
similar demands were repeated: 
"We would like lo watch more 
films about war, strong fighters, 
powerful robots who destroy 
evils on other planets, brave peo¬ 
ple who always get their 
rights,..," agreed Lina, Mnhdi, 
Mo'iascni and Rula, all aged be¬ 
tween 10 and 12. They named 
their favorite stars: Voltron, 
Ornndi7.cr, Faris The Drove Hero 
and others. 

Other children supported their 
opinion: "I like Forts The Druve 
Kero, Grandizer and Captain 
Majed," said Mohanad from Tla' 
El-Ali, "because they leach me 
how to be strong and patient and 
how to beat my enemies." 


When asixu flooui ms ene¬ 
mies', he mentioned his class 
mates who scuffle in the school¬ 
yard, and his older brother. 
* Sometimes my older broLhcr is 
bored and then he starts leasing 
us until we start hitting each oth¬ 
er," added Tala, Mohanad's older 
sister. "Then our father interferes 
and spanks us all. Or he punish¬ 
es die one who started the fight." 

In the opinion of Haiiham 
Zawawi, director of the Builders 
of the Future program and a 
Noor Al-Husscin Foundation 
employee, the voices of children 
are little heard at home, school 
or in the community. 

"When the children come to 
the studio, 1 usually talk to them 
before recording, so as to en¬ 
courage them to express their 
opinions freely in front of the 
camera. Many of them arc sur¬ 
prised that their words ore im¬ 
portant enough to be recorded, 
and some of them have told me 
openly about the tack of consid- 
eradon and lime they gel from 
their parents, teachers and adults 
in general." 

Despite the fact that children 
enjoy violence, aggression and 
destruction, the children's TV 
program department has appro¬ 
priated certnin standards for chil¬ 
dren's shows. "We always try to 
avoid violence when selecting 
children films and cartoons, giv- 
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incentives for adventure, helping 
society, saving nature and main¬ 
taining good health. We ulso 
want to promote positive social 
manners and information about 
local culture, Arab countries and 
the world around us,” said Zahia 
lnnab. 

Jordanian Television provides 
one hour and a half of children's 
programs daily, comprising ani¬ 
mation films, local children's 
shows and foreign children's pro¬ 
ductions that fall within the do¬ 
main of the committee's criteria. 
Locul programs for children in¬ 
clude: Children’s Television, t 
Children’s House, Builders of 
the Future and the old show for 
juniors Al Manahel. All these 
productions ore educational. 

According to Zahia, Jordan 
TV is planning to raise the per¬ 
centage of local productions, 
which until now have not ex¬ 
ceeded one series annually. 

"We lack imaginative writers 
and specialists in children pro¬ 
ductions," she said. "Besides 
needing better technical equip¬ 
ment and a separate studio for 
the children's department." 

She also stressed that although 
TV plays an important role in a 
child's life, it cannot neutralize 
other effects on a child's devel¬ 
opment such as family, school 
and the neighborhood. Her one 




Hero or villain? 

remade about the bad influence 
of television on a child is 'non- 
critical' TV viewing, where con¬ 
sumers follow ail items from the 
beginning of transmission to die 
end. As a result, children watch 
everything on television, includ¬ 
ing late snows for adults, which 
are not suitable for their age and 
leave lots of negative effects. 


Zahia argued that JTV's efforts 
to promote certain values among 
children should be extended to 
video shops and other places that 
distribute printed materials. "It is 
very easy for any child to get 
video cassettes widi violent con¬ 
tents and cartoon heroes who do 
more harm then good," she said. 
"The Ministry of Information's 
department for printed material 
should impose strict regulations 
on video shops regarding the cir¬ 
culation of films for children. 
And parents should be more re¬ 
sponsible and concerned about 
their child’s upbringing." 

Psychologists and social work¬ 
ers in elementary schools have- 
remarked that children often un¬ 
dergo stress at home, due to 
competition between brothers 
and sisters, or abusive parents. 
Such children need more under¬ 
standing and lots of positive 
modelling, so as to show them 
how to deal with their friends 
and siblings. Confused, scared 
and insecure children turn to the 
'magic' TV box, looking for 
strength, self-confidencc and an 
emotional outlet. However sanc¬ 
tuary is not to be found in the 
television, for modem psycholo¬ 
gy argues: "Give a child more 
freedom, and lie will replace this 
aggression with love." ■ 


Jordan string ensemble presents a strik ng premiere performance 


By Mary Denis 
Special to Hie Slur 

EVEN THOUGH the long win¬ 
ter spell brought icy roads, froze 
even the ami-freeze in cars and 
disrupted many areas of activity . 
in Amman, it made liule differ¬ 
ence to ihe 22 members of lire 
Jordan Siring Ensemble: Their 
ardent enthusiasm to perform ac¬ 
cording to schedule meant that 
the weather was ho object, and 
they punctually rehearsed al the 
National Music Conservatory ; 
(NMC), in spiLe of all the show. • 
Their : first performance this 
week was of double significance' 

— it was both the official inau¬ 
guration of Lhe ensemble and the 
premiere of ‘Wilada', a sympho¬ 
ny by Jordanian composer and 
musicologist Dr Abdel Hamid 
Hammam. 

- The string ensemble is special 
in dial it. consists of musicians 
with very different musical back¬ 
grounds — from highly profes¬ 
sional and academic performers 
dqwn to music students and am- j 
ateurs. It was simply-'the desire. 


to improve, perfect and perform 
that brought them all together. 

As Leith Abdel GhanI, the en¬ 
semble conductor explained, the 
musicians wanted to produce 
some solid results worthy of pre¬ 
senting to the public. . 

Aram Zarasian, for example, is 
a professional violinist who en¬ 
joys global recognition. A win¬ 
ner of several international com¬ 
petitions, he currently leaches 
violin upd is nostalgic about "the 

• good old days" when, as a Rus¬ 
sian . conservatory student, he 
used to perform almost every 
day. Abdel' Ghani, also a Rus¬ 
sian conservatory graduate, con¬ 
ductor and lead oboisi of the Ira¬ 
qi Symphony Orchestra, 
explained the main aim of the 
ensemble; "U will boost the mo¬ 
rale of the advanced musicians 
who, unfortunately, do hot get 
enough chances, to perform, and 
will be a good opportunity for 
the less experienced musicians 

• to practice with and be super- 

• vised by professional artists, 
raising their performance level." -. 

During rehearsals. for.exam¬ 
ple, the professional musicians 


could not help but show their 
teaching instinct, by explaining 
and showing the students the 
"know-how" of the art of per¬ 
forming. 

The string ensemble’s mem¬ 
bers are predominantly Jordani¬ 
an, with only a few foreign mu¬ 
sicians or students participating. 
Mcgumi Tanimura teaches vio¬ 
lin at the NMC, and is here on a 
Japanese government cultural 
exchange program. Trained ns a 
music performer at die Kyoto 
Conservatory, she misses per¬ 
forming on stage. For her, the 
concert was a marvelous oppor¬ 
tunity to play as a group and to 
'tread the boards' again. 

Mohammad Fadel, an NMC 
violin teacher, has been with the 
Conservatory since it opened. 
He too enJoyed the group rehear¬ 
sals and the pleasure of perform¬ 
ing! His student Mohammad 
Hazza-shared his views on the 
problems that Jordanian musi¬ 
cians fade these days. Highly 
qualifiedteachers art? badly 
needed, because, once a student 
has learned the basics he or she 
needs Jo advance fasL "This 1 is 


the area we lack in," he said. 
"We need teachers who can 
teach to an advanced level." 

AH of the students agreed with 
him;, some going on to say that 
they would have liked to have 
become professional musicians, 
but financial constraints would 
not allow them to do so. To have 
an a music institution where mu¬ 
sicians can work full lime and 
.have the opportunity lo perform 
' is a mutual dream for them all. 

To the delight of the ensemble, 
their performance at the Royal 
Cultural Centre was a roaring 
success; The highlight of the 
program was the 'Wilada' sym¬ 
phony. Conductor Abdul Ghani 
-described the three movements 
chosen for the concen as being 
orientally hued, and with melo¬ 
dies based on polyphony..It is a 
composition in which several in¬ 
struments-. play independently 
and with equal importance, yet 
are. united' in one theme. One 
could easily pick out the begin¬ 
nings of d 'dialogue 1 (Farkat El- 
Wattar), in a heart-rending melo¬ 
dy, when Jhe style of polyphony 
was most prominent. 



Conductor Abdel Ghani 

"The effccL is striking, and I 
must admit, it is the work of a 
master," said Abdui Ghani. It 
must be said that with his vast 
conducting and performing 
skills, amicable temperament 
and professionalism, he has suc¬ 
ceeded in unifying all of his mu¬ 
sicians into a solid and promis¬ 
ing ensemble. ■ 
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By Sajid Rlzvi 

LONDON — Turkey's role in 
die emerging conglomeration of 
Turkic and Persian states in Cen¬ 
tral Asia has become at once a 
matter of angsi and pride 
amongst the 'nauve Turks of the 
motherland.' The constant stream 
of delegations from the north iias 
fuelled nationalistic feelings 
among many Turks and invoked, 
for some at least, visions of a 
Greater Turkey. It has also 
prized open throbbing new anx¬ 
ieties about how Turkey's chief 
benefactor, the United Suites, 
may wish to use this new found 
pre-cmincncc of a loyal ally to 
secure its own position among a 
whole new group of states. 

Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demirci has come under fire for 
succumbing to US pressure to 
deliver more than what Turkish 
interests will jusLify. Dcrya Sa- 
zak, a commentator in the daily 
Milliyet, asked whether Wash¬ 
ington wanted Ankara lo play a 
subcontractor's role in Central 
Asia. Citing Dcmirel's recent US 
visit, Sazak said that, insLead of 
feeling pleased at getting closer 
to his American counterparts, 
Dcmirel should consider careful¬ 
ly whether Turkey's own nation¬ 
al interests coincided with the 
strategic goals of the United 
Slates. 

Demircl's answer, delivered in 
the Grand National Assembly, 
was that there could be no pres¬ 
tige without cash. It was true, he 
said, that Turkic republics had 
"great confidence" in Turkey 
but, ho pointed out, "we do not 
have the means or the economic 
strength to meet their needs. 
Therefore, we have called on 
other slates for aid." Demircl's 
defense was echoed in remarks 
by German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dictrich Gcnschcr, who 
said, "Turkey has special rela¬ 
tions with and a mission towards 
the Central Asian republics" 
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Central Asia 

In Turkey, doubt and 
debate about future role 

Turkey's role in Central Asia has become a focus of controversy in the country's 
political circles, with critics accusing the government of playing up to America. 

He said the Gulf War had cost 
250,000 Iraqi Turkoman lives 
and 70 per cent of the remaining 
Turkomans wanted autonomy. 
Neither statistic has been con¬ 
firmed independently, but ana¬ 
lysts point out that iL docs give a 
measure of internal troubles in 
Iraq which Turkey may be 
templed — or encouraged by an 
external factor - to exploit to its 
advantage in the region. 

A further evidence of Turkey's 
rising star has come in the first 
ever visit to the country by Mns- 
soud Barzani, leader of the 
Kurdish Democratic Party, 
which fell out with Ankara when 
Turkey sent its forces into Iraq 
in hot pursuit of Kurdish fight¬ 
ers. The patch-up is expected lo 
be followed up by the opening of 
a KDP representative office in 
Ankara. 

The role assigned Turkey by 
the West was best encapsulated 
in remarks by NATO Secretary- 
General Manfred Werner on the 
occasion of the 40th anniversary 
Turning to God, but accepting Turkey's help of Turkey's entry into the pact. 

_ . . "The role Turkey will play is 

Toptan is scheduled lo visit five dependent state's parliament. now more important than be- 
Turkic republics lo sign proto- Turkey has found not only its fore," Werner said. "Three re- 
cols that will give Turkey a era- cultural but also political pres- cent crises, the Gulf war, iheciv- 
cinl say in the future sha[)c of cd- ence enhanced in the region al- il war in Yugoslavia and the 
ucation in Central Asia. The most overnight. Ahmed Gunesh, coup attempt in the former So- 
Crimcan Tartars are already on leader of the underground Tur- viet Union, occurred in the coun- 
tlic way to adopling the LaLin koman Party of Iraq, which is tries neighbouring Turkey. 
Turkish alphabet in order to be seeking an independent Turkish These events have demonstrated 
able to "communicate with Tur- homeland on Iraqi territory, said the importance of a stable and 
key,” us indicated by Mustafa recently that Turkey in fact was democratic Turkey" 

Ccmil, speaker of die newly in- "the sole hope of Turks in Iraq." In addition, said Weiner, "new 



Topuin is scheduled lo visit five 
Turkic republics to sign proto¬ 
cols that will give Turkey a cru¬ 
cial say in thefuturc shape of ed¬ 
ucation in Central Asia. The 
Crimean Tartars are already on 
the way to adopting the LaLin 
Turkish alphabet in order to be 
able to "communicate with Tur¬ 
key," us indicated by Mustafa 
Ccmil, speaker of die newly in¬ 


dependent state's parliament. 

Turkey has found not only its 
cultural bul also political pres¬ 
ence enhanced in the region al¬ 
most overnight. Ahmed Gunesh, 
leader of the underground Tur¬ 
koman Parly of Iraq, which is 
seeking an independent Turkish 
homclund on Iraqi territory, said 
reccnily that Turkey in fact was 
"the sole hope of Turks in Iraq." 



Tricking locusts into staying single 


NAIROBI — A team of scien¬ 
tists in Kenya is hying to fight 
die global threat front foe lists by 
identifying and then tampering 
with the causes of various stages 
of locust behavior. 

At the heart of the research is 
one of tiic major mysteries of lo¬ 
cust life: What causes the essen¬ 
tially harmless solitary locust to 
combine with millions of others 
in voracious swarms that con 
cover more than 1,000 square ki¬ 
lometers, flying over 300 kilom¬ 
eters a day? 

Each locust consumes its own 
weight of vegetation every day.. 
The last mqjor infestation, in 
1988, cost countries in northern 
Africa SI billion in agricultural 
losses, according to UN Food 
and Agriculture Organisation es¬ 
timates. 

Says Prof. Thomas Odhiumbo, 
director of the Nairobi-based In¬ 
ternational Centre of Insect 
Physiology and Ecology 
(ICIPE): "The aim is to keep the 
locusts firmly on the ground." . 

International attempts to find 
new ways of controlling locusts 
stem from concerns about the 
environmental and human,dam¬ 
age ciiuscd by the*highly toxic' 
pesticides, such as Dieldrin and 
Mdlathion, currently in use, .;. 

' Chemicals, says Prof, E| Sayed 
; El Bashir, who heads the , Insti¬ 
tute's locust research: program, 
are - becom Ing "expensive and 
:hopeless;? ’. V’ V 

ii; ICIPE Scientists ‘are - working. 
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. consumes 

: Its own weight of 
>;vegetation every day 


on the hypothesis that locust be- '!. 
havior is controlled by natural 
chemicals in their bodies, which 
could ;be isolated, synthesized 
and used'against them: :. 

: ' So a major effort is underway . 
id de-code ihe insect's chemical 
language, particularly the signals;! 
that trigger 1 the formation • of 
$warm$, synchronized and accel- 
crated sexual maturity, arid coni- ■ 
munal pgg-layihg. • . 

:Since solitary locusts are more. 
^elective than! -swarms in the 
choice of plants they pal, parUeu-.j 
M tilinlS; ipayam!*!?!, locust-, ;, 
auhfcUngchemiqaiS^ r 


Similarly,, locusts manage to 
fiqd their mates,: even ‘though 
they may be up to 10/ meters 1 
apart, suggesting the-existence 
of pheromonese (substances se¬ 
creted, by aii animal for detection 
and response by another of the 
same species).'A swarm multi¬ 
plies 30-fold evpry Ume breed¬ 
ing; occurs, .which in ideal condi-, 
lions can be three or fopr times a. 
year. .!■. 

, Bashir.says cdlprs, perhaps (he 
reflection Of the desert sand, are 
& fac.tor in rfetenfiining whether a 
■ locust stays .solitary or becomes 
gregarioqs4 . : t i; : / 
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geostrategic facts" have in¬ 
creased the importance of the 
South Wing of the Common¬ 
wealth of Independence States 
(CIS). "Because Turkey has cul¬ 
tural, historical and language tics 
with them." said Werner. “Tur¬ 
key will be their guide in democ¬ 
racy and reform. Turkey is also 
important for the preservation of 
stability in the region." 

Placed against Western fears 
of a resurgent Islam as a poten¬ 
tial new threat, the growing per¬ 
ception of Turkey, a Muslim 
country, as a vanguard of West¬ 
ern interests seems some kind of 
an oddity. But as Turks have 
been at pains to stress repeated¬ 
ly, Turkey presents ’the other 
face' of Islam, one at variance 
with current popular perceptions 
in the West. "Democracy and Is¬ 
lam arc not incompatible," Dcm- 
ircl said recently. "Democracy 
can be achieved in Islamic coun¬ 
tries, and Turkey is a living ex¬ 
ample.” 

In a hint of the developing po¬ 
larization between Turkey and 
some other Islamic countries, 
Dcmirel also said that "if Iron 
and Algeria can be shown as ex¬ 
amples of fundamentalism, Tur¬ 
key can be cited as the example 
of a country which is 99.9 per 
cent Muslim and yet it enjoys a 
democratic rule." 

Be that as it may, controversy 
over Turkey's role in the emerg¬ 
ing power blocs of Central Asia 
and the Middle East is far from 
quietened. No amount of reason¬ 
ing by protagonists sucb as the 
prime minister himself is export¬ 
ed lo silence critics who seem 
convinced that the agenda in 
Central Asia is many layered 
and much of it remains hidden ■ 
Academic File 

Sajid Rizvi Is managing editor 
of Academic File. 


"Some aspects of this research- 
have been studied - before," he 
says, "bul the tools were rudi¬ 
mentary and funding was limit¬ 
ed." 

Finance for ICIPE's research is 
provided by a range of bilateral 
and international organizations, 

■ and has paid for a locust-rearing 
facility al its Duduvillc ("Insect 
town"), headquarters a few ki¬ 
lometers from Nairobi. 

In addition they are investigat¬ 
ing the possibility of biological 
control of the pests, which peri- ' 
odically affect more titan 50 
countries covering one fifth of 
the Earth's land surface. 

Bashir explains that current in- 
secticidc-based approaches aim 
to. kill entire swarms, bul the 
strategy under consideration • 
would Involve the release of-, 
pathogens (agents of disease), 1 
which would be transmitted; 
from one generation to the next.. 
In every species, there are some 
members who survive disease, 
and die Idea is that the survivors 
would pass die pathogens to' 

. their oflspring. 

The problem is thin few patho- 

S cns survive the harsh condi- 1 
ons in areas of locusl infesta¬ 
tion. But for the main pathogen- 
- under scrutiny at ICIPE, a,50 per 
cent-mortality rate has been ob¬ 
served 18 r 2(J days after irifec- 
; lion, eventually' reaching 80-85 
percent! 

, Bashir stresses that many other 
scientists are working On, locust 
control programmes. “It is a re-/ 
g tonal: pest which knows no 
boundaries)" JM: I. 
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Staying on hold 

THE MIDDLE East peace process is in recess, or so it seems. With the 
US presidential race officially in progress and the Israeli public absorbed 
in local politics preparing for-the June general elections, the real issues 
arc becoming increasingly blurred and attention is again being shifted to¬ 
wards issues that are better received by a bewildered electorate. 

For President Bush, who is walking a tight rope where internal US pol¬ 
itics is concerned, seems to find dealing with Iraq and Libya to be far 
more "exciting" than the slow, intricate and sometimes boring process of 
peace negotiations between the Arabs and Israelis. This is why we have 
seen a return to power politics and tough talking when dealing with war- 
devastated Iraq, wltich Western leaders still claim to be dangerous to glo¬ 
bal and regional security and may require another Dcsen-Stoim style in¬ 
jection to sedate it. 

The same story is repeated with an increasingly frightened Libya, 
whose efforts to reach a face-saving deal on the issue of its two suspect¬ 
ed citizens have reached a dead end. Now Libya, which has a notorious 
reputation in the United States and the rest of the Western world, is pre¬ 
paring for the worst — which may come in the form of selective sanc¬ 
tions or even a "surgical" air strike against targets deemed threatening to 
regional stability. 

Even Syria and Iran along with North Korea have not escaped the retri¬ 
bution of US officials and the Western media. How a North Korean ves¬ 
sel escaped what would have been mid-day piracy in the high seas by US 
battle ships remains a mystery. 

It Is obvious that President Bush, who is now Joined by an electioneer¬ 
ing British Prime Minister John Major, would like to appear tough and 
strong before the voters. Iraq, Syria, Iran and even North Korea are pub¬ 
lic enemies because of their tarnished images. Most are regarded os pari¬ 
ahs, of different levels of course, by the/International community", i.e. 
the US, Britain, France and even Russia. And it would not hurt a bit to 
bully them around If that may secure a few votes here and there. 

For Israeli leaders! the punch bags are Syria, the PLO, Muslim funda¬ 
mentalists and Iran— for understandable reasons. So while Prime Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Shamir preaches peace and brotherhood to lire world, he 
gives full throttle to schemes to colonize the West Bank, Gaza and the 
Golan, not to mention terrorizing South Lebanon. In front of the Israeli 
public he portteys himself as a man who is committed to the peace pro¬ 
cess, while in reality he does everything possible to prevent it from mov- 
• ing an inch forward. 

This is made even clearer by the IsraelLUS row over the loan guaran¬ 
tees. Shamir has taken the issue to the Israeli public; Eretz Israel exclu- 
: sive to Jews, or succumbing to the Arabs and especially tp the Palestini¬ 
ans. ' V.■ . v 

: . What do ,we Understand froni alj of this? The peace process is on hold 
for the time being and will continue to be so until the outcome of the Is? 
raeli elections. If Shamirwins, the process will remain bn hold until the 
Outcome of the US elections. And f President Bush loses, God forbid, 
then H will remain on hold indefinitely . ••• •' * 

We say this as yet another attempt isbbing-inade tp: revive the Arab 
League arid, through it,'joint Arab work has also been put on hold'until 
: one thing or tire.other materializes. Meanwhile, we,all wait for. some? 

thing to happen in Washington, Tel Aviv, London or Moscow before we 
'* can Judge the next iqcjve!, ■ v.-i.-L 


America and the Middle East 

No peace without 
US pressure 


By Zbigniew Brzezinski 

A YEAR after the Gulf War, is there evi¬ 
dence of anything enduring that came out 
of that vast exercise of American power? 
I’m not sure. I was against the initiation of 
hostilities last year because I fell that to 
achieve America's strategic objectives 
would entail a prohibitive physical and fi¬ 
nancial cost. I believe events bore me out. 

America did destroy the Iraqi army at a 
relatively small cost to itself, but at an 
enormous human cost to the Iraqis. It 
wrecked the Iraqi economy and society, 
thereby making 
Iran (he strongest 
power in the Per¬ 
sian Gulf, it has not 
solved the Kurdish 
problem, it has not 

eliminated Saddam. u <.A o 

What did the US ) V L 

accomplish a year / 

in retrospect? It lib* \ V 

eraied * Kuwait for - V jgj 

its emir. 

Shortly after Sec- 

retary of State Bak- - 

er initiated the post 

war peace process, PLO leader Yasser Ar¬ 
afat warned that the Israelis would stall 
until the American election season, there¬ 
by sapping the will of the administration 
to press Israel. That seems now to have 
come to pass. In fact, we don't need Ara¬ 
fat to anticipate Israeli tactics; obviously 
they are suiting. 

Aid to Israel alone since 1970 comes to 
about $77 billion, $15,000 to $20,000 per 
head for each man, woman and child in 
Israel. That is much more than is being 
done for America's own poor. The Ameri¬ 
can people arc getting licked off at all 
that. Therefore, the effort to attain peace 
in the Middle East through assertive 
American leadership would have popular 
support. 

Meanwhile, the security problem of Eu¬ 
rope is becoming one that Europe itself 
can more increasingly handle, especially 
given the simultaneous collapse of the So- 
■ vicl Union and the impressive, historical¬ 
ly-sustained progress that the European 
. Community is making toward a genuine 
European Union. 

In contrast, in the Far East, wc have the 
paradoxical situation of extraordinarily 
impressive economic progress and a per¬ 
sistent security vacuum. Given the fact 
that wc are likely to see the emergence in 
the next several years of ;several major 
power contenders in the Far East them; 
selves reach agreement because their aspi¬ 
rations are irreconcilable. It .will* there-* 
fore, take the US to push through 7 an 
agreement. And it is true that now that the 
US has entered the electoral season, it 
makes.il very difficult to move forward. 

- If the US doesn’t persist, then, the Arab- 
lsraeli problem will persist. The Israelis 
will have their way in the short run in a 
bnltal fashion. In the long run, Israel will 
.be Isolated in the area. And with the pro- 
. liferatlon of weapons; it will eventually be 
vulnerable to a brutal. Arab setting of ac¬ 
counts. 

Whether; the US administration has the 
political will to push (he peace process 
; forward ; j$ of central interest; I‘think the 
president and. (he secretary of stale per¬ 


sonally do. That counts for a lot. Moreo¬ 
ver, the American people must realize that 
the absence of peace in the Middle East is 
becoming prohibitively cosLly, America 
gives Egypt and Israel $8 billion to $9 bil¬ 
lion in aid each year as the price for the 
absence or (China, India, Japan and, to 
some extent, a reunified Korea, as well as 
whatever remains of Russian military 
power) dial region is a potential source of 
concern for global stability. 

In some respects the posl-Cold War sit¬ 
uation in the Far East is reminiscent of 
Europe prior to World War I. In light of 
that, continued Amer- 
/——v - lean involvement in 

i the Far East remains a 

/ \ necessary stabilizing 

S r ~ i, factor. 

V The Far East, the 

O ( Zffipr post-Communist 

N ■ states and the Middle 

Vs *-East are the areas 

^ where America 

safe should concentrate 

"its selective global 
—- commitment." We 

- cannot be responsible 

isolationist, but being 
internationalist doesn't mean America 
does not make distinctions and does not 
make priorities. 

There are certain areas of the world 
where others can do a lot on their own, for 
example the West Europeans — and there 
are certain parts of the world where US 
involvement, on iis own, is absolutely 
necessary, such as the Middle East. ■ 

The writer, national security adviser to 
President Jimmy Carter, is an author, 
most recently of The Grand Failure: 
The Birth and Death of Communism in 
the 20th Century. The article was 
adapted from an interview with New 
Perspectives Quarterly. 


Blast wrecks 
Israeli embassy in 
Argentina 

BUENOS AIRES—^ A terrible ,explosion 
largely destroyed the Israeli embassy in 
the Argentine capital Tuesday, killing at 
least It) people and injuring 95 others. 
Police were still pulling victims from un¬ 
der the rubble Wednesday overcome by 
fears of finding additional casualties. 

President Carlos Menem, who requested 
the cooperation of both Mossad and the 
CIA, said the bomb attack may have been 
..the work of "a terrorist attempt from out¬ 
side.” 

. Two sources have claimed responsibili¬ 
ty for the attack, a Neo-Nazi faction and a 
group calling itself "For a Free Pales¬ 
tine." . . 

The blast destroyed three floors of the 
Israeli embassy and caused serious dam¬ 
age to nearby buildings', including two 
schools,, an old people's home and the 
French, Brazilian. Romanian and Colom¬ 
bian embassies. 

Police Investigations have not yet estab¬ 
lished: the type of explosive used in the 
blast, nof whether, the bomb, had been 
, planted in the embassy or in a car. parked 
. outside. ■ - • ‘ • . 
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King Hassan II 

’Collective fundamentalism is a 

fool’s paradise’ 



The following is the text of an interview 
with King Hassan II of Morocco con¬ 
ducted in Rabat recently by a Figaro 
Magazine correspondent. 

Q: What is your assessment of west¬ 
ern nations, of the industrialized 
world? 

A: Morocco is, with Turkey, the coun¬ 
try closest to the industrialized world rep¬ 
resented by Western Europe. If one ana¬ 
lyzes the elements responsible for the 
progress of west-European nations, it is 
difficult not to feel envious, even lustful. 

If one contemplates that universe superfi¬ 
cially with Lhe eyes of a profane, it's not 
envy but adoration one feels, capable of 
causing one's own demise. Indeed, when 
one enters this West, one cannot help ask¬ 
ing oneself the question: how long more 
will this world last? The original core, the 
family, is breaking up, leading individuals 
to become unkempt, to abandon all crite¬ 
ria of reference, to sweep aside all moral 
and ethical constraints. This is true of 
their appearance, their speech, their ac¬ 
tions, and way of thinking. 

What first appears to be a game des¬ 
tined to prove one's emancipation soon 
develops into a second nature where only . 
very few sacred believers remain. 

I believe that in any society, whatever * 
its level of fulfillment and progress, there 
must be a minimum of rules which do not F 
have to be taboo. Such as the family. It 
can be discussed but not den ied. 8 

So, this western world is very attractive, s 
generating competition and the emulation v 
of success which allows for sustained j] 
progress. But seen from our level of social 1 
and religious cosmogony, one must not 1 
follow the pack blindly. ; 

Q: Several decades ago, you made ' 
what was then considered an unpopu¬ 
lar decision. You opted for the market 
economy when most developing nations j 

Troubled ’Al-Fajr’ J 

unable to pay wages \ 

H The publisher or the prominent East j 
Jerusalem newspaper Al-Fajr has told j 

his workers that the paper is In such se- , 
vere financial trouble that it is not sure 
when it can pay them again. 

Paul Ajlouny recently informed news¬ 
paper workers they may not receive 
. their February salaries, and if they had 
problems with this, they should resign, 
sources at the paper said. 

The mainstream pro-Fatah daily has , 

been in financial trouble since the start 
or the Gulf War as have ben many Pal¬ 
estinian institutions In Jerusalem and 
the Occupied Territories since the Gulf 
states cut off funding. . 

■ "It has become very difficult to work • 

• here," ah editorial staffer said, adding 
that workers were considering a strike 
. u they were not paid, . 

•Ajlouny also offered workers Incen- 
: lives for resigning, In addition to com¬ 
pensation outlined In their contracts, 

. sources said. {Several workers, have al- 
wady taken Ajlouny up on the offer. 

■v. Since -financial troubles first hit In 
August 1990,'the newspaper** staff has 
, ben cuf back froW over 70 workers to 
45. >■ 

The threat of possible firings or sala¬ 
ry cutbacks has lowered workers' mo¬ 
rale substantially, particularly coriilng . 
at the start of Ramadan, sources sajd. 

Salaries were paid late for the last 
several months, and workers were waitr * 
Ing to see what the situation was to* ‘ 
this month. -v 

• •' • st> 



King Hassan In a private moment 
grandchildren 

preferred to go the socialist way. 

A: 1 proceeded by elimination. 1 looked 
around and noticed that there were many 
smudges on copy books, that homework 
was badly done, badly written, badly as¬ 
similated. Collectivist ideology was new, 
appealing. But one could feel that some¬ 
thing there didn't stick with the Arab 
psyche. In Morocco we loo made a choice 
of society. Economic liberalism and indi¬ 
vidual freedoms go together. 

Q: Are you preoccupied by the politi¬ 
cal situation in Algeria? How do you 
explain its current political impasse? 

A: Everyone knows the choices made 
by Algeria after independence, A single 
party, a controlled economy, excessive 
collectivization. As many choices which 
arc responsible for what Algeria has to 
face. In politics and especially in econom¬ 
ics, errors do not appear immediately. 
Like freckles, they mustn't be exposed to 
the sun. It comes out years after, and it's 
serious. • 

Q: Is Islamic fundamentalism in Al¬ 
geria the result of these errors? * 

A: The political situation is but the fruit 
of the economic situation like Siamese 
twins, they go together and must not be 
ever separated. It's an arduous exercise to 
keep them aligned. 

Q: And fundamentalism? 

A: When it's individualist, it must be re¬ 
spected. A fundamentalist in the, Chris- : 
trait, Jewish or Muslim religion is some- : 
one who follows precepts 'not only with 1 
punctuality but with a certain seventy. By 
contrast, collective fundamentalism is a 
fool's paradise since it reflects little else 
than an obscurantist Will to dominate. , .. 

Lei's consider the case of Algeria's FIS 
. (Islamic Salvation Front). Unlike the oth- 
er parties, throughout the. campaign it ■. 
didn't propose the slightest political, ecor ; 
nomic or social program. . Its onlyjlogan j 
was "Vote God!".. It’s easy to vote ppd,; '4 

That’s why I would have been inclined , 
to go ahead with the second round of the • 
election. I would have liked to see HS - 
leaders — and there are many university ■ 
lecturersJtoong.titei*tanks — makejhe j 

■ ■ . ...I t.l.m nnrl nil niFlnADAt 


the market economy, 
competitiveness. We 
could have waited for the 
second round (of Algeria’s 
stalled parliamentary elec¬ 
tions). Personally I feel 
frustrated. Either they 
proposed a new, extraor¬ 
dinary methodology in 
which case they would 
haVc set a precedent, or 
they derailed from the 
constitution in which case 
the army would have 
saved Algeria. 

Q: Victory by lhe FIS 
would not create a situa¬ 
tion similar to that of 
the Irnnian revolution, 
operating in total eco¬ 
nomic unrealism? 

A: No, for Iran isn’t an 
Arab country. Only the 
enlightened class, that of 
the clergy, reads and 
speaks Arabic. According 
to one of the Prophets 
precepts there cannot be a 

uri+i. hie clergy in Islam since 

wirn ms nothing must separate the 

worshiper form God. In 
Iran, (he clergy which had 
studied Islam in the text became the shep¬ 
herds, turning the population of worship¬ 
ers into sheep. 

Q: The Europeans are worried. 

A: Let's not forget thaL Europe also ex¬ 
perienced an extended period or funda¬ 
mentalism. The Crusades, die Nantes 
edict, the conquesL of eastern Europe by 
the Turks all contribute to fear or the 
word fundamentalism. Especially when 
this fundamentalism comes from a lan¬ 
guage and a civilization which are not its 
own. A combination of memory and ig¬ 
norance explain the current anxiety. 


industrial progreiil.1 would hav^ liked to-, 
see hpw they, would (ecoiteiie their moral \ 
and religious education, with tiwdern life;; 1 


Q: After a promising start, Arab- 
Israell negotiations are at a standstill. 
Are you dlsappointed? 

A: No. A long conflict jusL doesn’t go 
away like thaL In fifty years or conflict 
both sides have plenty or real grievances 
and thousands of fake ones. Jews and Ar¬ 
abs will have to learn togetherness all 
over again. The process will be long, 
sometimes dramatic, but I'm prepared to 
bet its irreversibility. I also consider that 
any negotiation without ups and downs 
isn't a real negotiation. . 

Q: Don’t you feel that the world is en¬ 
tering a period of upheavals, and fear 
that Morocco might be caught in it.? 

A: It's a contradiction to wish-to flow 
with the current yet avoid the consequenc¬ 
es. : • 

Q; So you are aware of if. 

A: Oh yes Tara! We must build up our 
resistance. For this .reason, li is important 
to forge a Moroccan Man 1 , a Moroccan 
Woman'; particularly on the cultural level. 

It is only if sure of their identity that Mo¬ 
roccans- will be able to hold their own. 
whatever the odds. We wish to, continue 
being Arabs, but Arabs for the whole 
World. One,ha» to fight t6 remain a,good 
, Muslim, Useful, to society.; Not a Muslim 
who causes fear. We wish to take part in 
th6 conquest of the futurei; but. does this 
•mean tire loosening iip of; b(ir society, the 
rejection of our'tradiUOns?;TKe day when, 
in Morocco, we will lay the stone of die :; 
first center for elderly people, It will be! 
tiipe to prepare the grave of this country., 
Because of>" that day our country wil! have 
. afeitdbned.i its family. .When a .country 
does, thai, it sentences itself definitively 


ROUND-UP 


WASHINGTON: The Washington Post 
has said (hat an investigation by the Slate 
Department concluded dial Israel sold ad¬ 
vanced US arms technology to other 
countries. The newspaper, quoting a Suite 
Department official, mlded that the CIA 
obtained irrevocable evidence that Israel 
re-exported US technology without get¬ 
ting Washington's permission. The coun¬ 
tries involved in the sale are said io be 
China, Thailand and South Africa. Israel 
denied the charges and said it was an at¬ 
tempt to hurt Israel's image in an election 
year. Meanwhile, an American team of in¬ 
vestigators was expected to arrive in Is¬ 
rael to check into die allegations. Israel's 
Defence Minister Moslic Arens Clew to 
Washington on Sunday to discuss the is¬ 
sue with his American counterpart, Dick 
Cheney. Later Arens emerged to say that 
Israel's attempts to secure $10 billion in 
loan guarantees may have failed. He said 
Israel will turn to the world Jewish com¬ 
munity for the money anti will not suc¬ 
cumb to Washington's conditions on 
freezing settlements in the Occupied Ter¬ 
ritories. 

WASHINGTON: His Majesty King 
Hussein has voiced hope that no allied 
military confrontation with Iraq would 
take place and things will not develop into 
that direction. The King made the remark 
in an interview with die American Cable 
News Network (CNN) during his stay in 
the United States. On Monday, the King 
held talks in Paris with French President 
Francois Mitterrand on the latest devcl- - 
opmem in die Middle EasL peace process. 
He then flew to Bonn to meet with Ger¬ 
man officials. In the United States, the 
King and President George Bush ended a 
political rift that had erupted between die 
two countries over the Gulf War. 

CAIRO: Egyptian security forces arrest¬ 
ed Gen. Sa’audin Al-Shazlli, commander 
of Egyptian forces during the October 
‘ 1973 war. He was arrested at Cairo airport 
upon his return from Algeria after 14 
years of living in exile. Al-Shazili said he 
advocates an Islamic state in Egypt. 

ERZINCAN, Turkey: A powerful cardi- 

a uakc hit this region in eastern Turkey. 
;cd Cross officials fear that the death loti 
could reach 4,000 as rescue opera lions 
continue in the quukc-siricken area. The 
whole town center was levelled while 
thousands of people were rendered home¬ 
less. 

Nicosia: Palestinian ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia has said he is optimistic the king¬ 
dom would soon resume direct financial 
support lo the Palestine Liberation Organ¬ 
ization (PLO). The Saudi aid to the, PLO 
was cut off during the Gulf crisis. The 
ambassador's statements come after King 
Kahd sent a reply message to PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat re-affirming Saudi Ara¬ 
bia's commitment to backing the Palestiiii- 
. an people.' 

AMMAN: Jordan has accepted a Leba¬ 
nese invitation to attend talks bn Middle 
East peace negotiations scheduled to be 
- held in Beirut later this mo'nih. The mcoi- 
- ing at the level of foreign ministers will 
. be devoted to evaluating the results of the 
four rounds of bilateral Arab-Israeli 
icl 


-.v. :‘ivr ■! mu ■ -j mu < 


irig die opening of the Middle. EasL peace 
conference In Madrid last,October. 

.CAIRO: Syrian President Hafez. Al- 
Assad made a-two-day visit to, Egypt dur¬ 
ing which i?e Held talks With President 
Hosni Mubarak on iHe Middlo East 
peace process and bilateral issues. Assad'S 
visit comes after he' made. a Spccch criii- 
cizing. America and Israel and warning 
against a second of, force against Iraq. 
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Ramadan in Indonesia 



A time for piety, charity 
and family sharing 


By Hind-Lara Mango 
Special to The Star 

DURING THE holy month of 
Ramadan, mosques in Indonesia 
become Tull of worshippers both 
at nighi and in the morning. Re¬ 
ligious lectures arc followed for 
half an hour on each occasion. 

As for public life, schools are 
open for twenty days, meaning 
that they do not open for the first 
and last weeks or Ramadan. 
They also start one hour later in 
ihc morning, as is the case with 
all governmental institutions in 
Indonesia. "Pupils are obliged by 
their teachers to attend the 
mosque and to write reports 
about the lecture," said Marzani 
Adamy, wife of the Indonesian 
ambassador here. 

Breaking the fast in the villag¬ 
es is signalled by drums, but in 
towns people wait attentively by 
their television sets for the 
Athan. This moment is shared 
with the family and sometimes 
with friends. A cup of tea, a 
glass of fresh young coconut 
juice, one or Lwo daics and 
snacks are the basics Tor the Ifiar 

Maghreb prayers follow, and 
then comes the proper dinner. 
Mixed rice is always a must as 
well as soup, Ba'so (beef balls 
and vegetables) and Soto (chick¬ 
en, vermicelli, herbs, celery, and 
spring onions). Chicken is a 
common dish in Indonesia and it 
is cooked in many different 
ways. Lungkuase, a meal of 
chicken cooked in coconut milk. 
Is a frequent dish in Ramadan. 

One notices lhaL Indonesian 



Mrs Marzani Adamy 

cuisine is very similar to that of 
the Chinese, lor rice, with its 
various trimmings, has to be 
present, and Lumpia, spring 
roils, arc also eaten as part of the 
Ifiar snacks (sec recipe bciow). 

Bid Ai-Fitr is considered by 
lire Indonesians to be the most 
joyful of feasts. It is welcomed 
noisily, with highways crowded 
with cars heading out of lown. 
Mrs Adamy said, however, that 
Eid Al-Adha is not received .as 
jubilantly, 

The government grants a two 
day holiday to its civil servants, 
who spend their time visiting rel¬ 
atives and friends. The Eid 
prayer is now carried out in In¬ 
donesia in parks and fields, and 
even on the roads and in hotel 
gardens. 

The paying of the Zokat lax, a 
duly prescribed as one of the 
five pillars of Islam, is generally 
presented to poor neighbors. In 


West Jawa, one of the main In¬ 
donesian islands, Zakat is orga¬ 
nized and distributed amongsL 
the poor. 

The following recipe is for 
Lumpia, or spring rolls, that arc 
eaten as an Ifiar snack. You will 
need to gather the following in¬ 
gredients: 

To nmke the dough: 

1 kg flour 

10 eggs 

I tablespoon milk powder 

1 teaspoon salt 

1 tablespoon melted butter 
or oil water 


For the filling: 


1 medium sized chicken, 
boiled and skinned 
1 kg grated carrots 

1 tin bamboo shoots 
vermicelli (according to 

taste) 

2 eggs 

2 onions 
1/2 garlic 
pepper 
salt 
oil 

Method: 

Fry the items for the filling 
In the oil. For the dough, sim¬ 
ply mix the Ingredients togeth¬ 
er and add water until you get 
a smooth consistency. Roll out 
the dough and then cut into 
rectangles, filling them with 
the fried mixture and then 
folding them over. ■ 


round the world with 
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; 1- Whdre would you find the Angel 
Waterfall? 

]■ 2 -. YJhid'h is the Worldfs busiest airport? 

In r which country do people speak Tagalog? 

; . y\.‘ • v 

4- Vi/hich US state is known as the < 

. "Magnolia State"? c.' • -A j: 


Win Weekly Prizes!! 

l our lucky winners every week will receive a Vector 
Roller./ Mali pen set horn Parker. 

.and will he eligible for the end of (Lunarian draw 
I’isi I Prize: Silver plated Pen Ballpen set 
Second Prize: Silver plated Ballpen. 


RAMADAN 

REFLECTIONS 


The glorious occasions 

MUSLIMS IN Ramadan attach great significance to the anniversary 
of the battle of Badr , perhaps one of the smallest battles in history but 
one of the most decisive ever known. Muslims also rejoice with pride 
at the recurrence of the 20tli of Ramadan anniversary of the conquest 
of Mecca, which was realized by deterrent tactics, involving 
tolerance and peace and which should set an ideal example lor 
humanity at large. 

Badr was really only a tiny battle in which there participated some 
300 Muslims under the Prophet's leadership. They were very poorly 
armed and had only 70 camels and 3 horses against more than 900 
Quraishiles (pagan Meccans), who were very well armed und 
equipped with some 70 horses and 800 camels. 

The Muslims, who had been severely stricken by the confiscation 
of all their homes and mobile and immobile properties, failed to bring 
the Meccans to reason, and the Quruish adamantly maintained a state 
of war against them. 

The trade caravans of Quraish followed a road lo Damascus which 
passed through Medina and other adjacent trade routes parallel to the 
sea. Hearing that Quraishite leader Abu Sufyan was at the head of Lhc 
big caravan of Meccn with' only seventeen guards helping him, die 
Muslims hurried to intercept their enemies. To their amazement, they 
discovered that Abu Sufyan had learnt about their plans, und, while 
sending an expeditious message to Mecca to come nnd save their 
caravan, had taken a curving road to Mecca and had managed lo 
reach there before the departure of its army to fight their Muslim 
enemy. The moderates of Mecca were overpowered by a diehard 
extremist minority led by Amr Ibn Hishum (Abu Julil), the 
archenemy of Islam. 

Instead of laying hands on a very rich commercial caravun, the 
poorly-armed and badly-equipped Muslim force found itself facing a 
power three limes itssizc, with armor and military supplies. The 
smaller army of the faithful however fought like one man and with 
unprecedented bravery. They were well-disciplined und anxious to 
revenge the haughty aggressors of Mecca, who had for thirteen full 
years inflicted atrocities on Lhcm. 

The battle raged for a few hours, with the Muslim fighters striving 
to gain either victory of martyrdom. Their victory was decisive; 
seventy Meccans were killed. A considerable number of captives 
were obliged to pay ransoms for their freedom, bringing an end to the 
Muslims' economic problems. The importance or the battle of Badr is 
that iL marked the rise of Islam's prestige in Arabia. It look only six 
years before the whole of the Arabian Peninsular came under the 
banner of Islam. 

The conquest of Mecca ran in a very different manner. The Prophet 
decided to build a big force to serve as a deterrent for Mecca against 
running the risk of fighting in the Holy Kau'ba , the abode of peace. 
The PropheL also highly estimated the financial power of Mecca, 
which, by conversion lo Islam would extend the new faith over the 
whole Peninsular. 

The first peaceful Muslim attempt against Mecca took plneo three 


Lradldon that all Arabs enjoyed the common right of pilgrimage to 
Mecca. So the Prophet, to the great astonishment of Meccans and to 
the horror of its extremists, appeared at the head of a big peaceful 
campaign. Tension ran high, but after lengthy negotiations the 
Quraishiles signed a truce with the PropheL 

In the following year Quraishi families evacuated their town, 
giving room to Muslim pilgrims to do their worshipping in peace. 
The roars of Muslims shouting *,Allah is Mightier" together was a 
very agreeable prelude to the conquest of the city two years later. 

For this, the Prophet prepared an army of 10,000 warriors and made 
several diplomatic moves, contacting the moderates of Mecca headed 
by, Abu Sufyan. The Islamic show of power proved to have had great 
influence on the; Meccans. The Islamic army approached Mecca's 
outskirts without facing any serious resistance. 

The Prophet 1 COmitared the time when he had migrated under the 
cover .Of darkness'hunted, by the Quraishiles to his victorious 
approach to Mecca. His fade was wet with tears of thankfulness. He 
made straight for ft f Kaa'ba, striking the idols of the Quraish. The 
yiclding crowds^of Mecca shivered at the thought of vengeance by. 
Ule;-Muslims, The Prophet, to their great satisfaction; declared a 
public , amnesty and nobody was molested, This unique act of 
toierance tumed the infidel Meccans into enthusiastic Muslims, who 
after tyily one fortnight, sent 2,000 of their men to fight side bv side 
TyJIth the Muslim army in Hunain. ■ . 


; ; Ramadan at the Philadelphia 

On the occasion of Ramadan, the Philadelphia Inter¬ 
national Hotel has set up a Sahara Tent in the Tenth 
^creatmg a true Arab desert Atmosphere for yisi 

Dally! buffets are served every day for If tar arid SU- 
hour,.Patrons will have a chance to try unique Rama¬ 
dan dishes prepared by professional Chefs in,addition 
tQ Rainadan drinksi As they eat they pan enjoy Orien 
teWnsic miaii authentic Arab environment- ? 
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Section frangaise du Star 


Exposition au CCF 

La technologie frangaise 
au chevet de Petra 

EDF, Spot-Image, I'UniversitS de Nancy I. Les partenalres frangais 
de I'exposition “Sauvegarde de P6tra u proposent leurs services. 

Et peut-§tre des solutions 


"NOTRE rdle, c'csl simplcment 
de rdunir les iravuux cl rechcrch- 
es mcndcs par tous les scicnii- 
fiques cl urdteologucs" ddclarail 
lundi soir Jacques Scigne, rc- 
sponsable de I'unlcnnc d'Amman 
dc rinstiiui Frangais de 
1'Archdologic au Prochc-Orient. 
(IFAPO). Aprfcs I’urrivdc du 
Prince Hassan, qui offraii son 
patronnage ft i'exposition 
"Sauvegarde dc Pdtro", les parte- 
naircs frangais onl pu affichcr 
leurs techniques cl leurs iddes. 
Lc premier d'entre-eux, Elec inci¬ 
te dc France, travaille sur lc site 
dc Pitra depuis lc mois dc no- 
vembre dernier: "II s'agit 
d'apportcr des techniques ft des 
puys cn voie dc ddvcloppcmcnt" 
explique Marc Aibouy, coordin¬ 
ated du Mdcdnul Tcchnologique 
ct Scientific] uc. 

Conctetcmcni? D'abord, EDF 
dirlgc unc dtudo sur I'alteration 
de la rocho ft Pdtra. Les travaux, 
rdalisds par Bernard Haguc- 
nauer, gdologuc, professcur ag- 
rtgd ft i'Univcrsite de Nancy I, et 
Pierre Dcldtie, ingdnleur, sent en 
cours. "Le diagnostic de la pa- 
thologie? Nous visons ga pour ie 
mois de Juin" affirme Bernard 
Haguenauer. En attendant, le 
docteur de la roche cl son assist¬ 
ant vont iravailier d'orrache-pied, 
au fond de leur laboratoire de 
Nancy, pour dtudier le mdcanis- 
me de la maiadie. C'est indis¬ 
pensable, avanl . d'dtablir 
I'ordonnance. 

Deux traitements 

"It faudra deux types de UaiLe¬ 
nient, dil Bernard Hqguenauer, 
I'un prdventif:et I'autre curaiiP. 
Le prafesseur de I'Univcrsite de 
Nancy et son dquipe vont bientdl 
ddposer qn brevet: Ttesi une 
technique qui; permeura de l6l6- 
.commander TinfiltraUon de, la 
Toche. II sera possibledecolmat- 
«£le$poresayec une substance, 
g^^/teojonte’’. La Substance? 

le sujet e?t tbp- 
;secret.; ;■ ■ - j, - / ..k. ■ 

. Ait mojs de juihj’le roftcanisbte 
dbyrait &tre opdraflonnel' Mato 
avant de rexpdrimentefi I'dqulpe 
du professeurHngodnauV’attend 
d'etre sQre. de aes gestes; "Note 
mteryiendhmSsur tmmbinuneQf 
dc Petra lorsque nobs MM 








bonne matuisc 
de la tech¬ 
nique, nous 
n'avons pas lc 
droiL de nous 
tromper". 

Marc Ai¬ 
bouy, respons- 
able du m&te- 
nal ft EDF 
entend bien, lui 
aussi agir avee 
prudence. Le 
site nabatecn 
est classd dons 
lc Palrimoinc 
Mondial. 

"Nous voulons 
iravailier pro¬ 
gress) vcmeni, 
commcnccr par 
une eolonne ou 
un petit tem¬ 
ple, noire but 
n'est pas de 
trailer lout Pd- 
tra, .c'est do 

Sode “de "II fail! preserver le palrlmolne" 





rcsiauration". 

Une mdthode bien rddde. Le 
M&tenat Technologique a ddjft ft 
son actif une quarantaine de dos¬ 
siers. Les plus m£dlaiiques: la 
reconstitution sur ordinateur en 
teois dimensions du temple dc 
Kamak en Egypte ou le ropftch- 
age de 1800 objets du Titanic. 
"Cette operation, c'est mieiix que 
les hommes. au sevice des 


Lionel. Pour le teallser, la socidte 
va faire appei au satellite Spot, 
qui accomplit inlassabiement sa 
ronde autoul de la terre. Son 
systeme- de visde, unique au 
monde, dquipd de mirolrs orient- 
ables, lui permet d'obtenir des 
images verllcales ou ‘obliques 
1 dans un couloir de 950 km de 
large - et cecl A' partir d'unb 
, mftme orbite, Spot peut aussi. ob- 


hommes" insiste Mare Aibouy, server un mftme point & partir 
faisant allusion ft 1'aspect public!- ■ d'orbiies difterenles et ‘fourhir 
talre. Mais il ajouie: "La pluptut dbs "couples d'imagw stetebsco- 

i * S ji ___rf V . ./-..I J. A. akL Mlftfl 


de nos actions ne soni pas rrtedi- 
atisdos". • 

Un autre partenftire de laille, et 
qui prend de la hauteur, est venu 
se greffer sur le prpjet. II s'agit 
de la socldte privde Spot-image, 
implanteeft Toulouse. Ellecom--, 
mercialise les elichds dusaicililc 


piques", Le rdsultat des-photos 
en trois dimensions. Btape sul- 
vanie; faire intervetiir ia Simula- 
1 tion gritee ft des logiblels pcrfor- 
mants, qui saVeht gditr' ie ddbi] 
d r uherlvlfere, : 

! Spot-image panic ipe ft 
Toperatiori au litre du mdednat. 






Les deux stlsmes en trois Jours qui onl touch# la Turquie, out 
fait un tniilier de morts, scion les premitres esthna- 
tlons.Vendredl dernier, une secousse d'une magnitude de 6,2 
d sur IVchelle de Richter a frapp# Erzlncan. Une 
deuxldme a #t# ressentie dimanche dans tout Vest du pays. 


j f.di-i • •:. I'tipo cfpii i kWWH 


PONT - Le pont "King Hussein" sur le Jourdain vienl de rouv- 
rir. Depuis lundi, les voyageurs peuvcnl ie traverser pour gagn- 
er la "uisjordanie". Ce poni, qui a dte touchfi par les exception- 
nelics intempdries de cet hiver, avail dfl fttre fermd pendunt 
environ uii mois. Les aniorites jordoniennes ont encourage les 
candidate ft s'inscrire ct ft respecter un calcndricr des travorsbes 
pour fivilcr les embouteillages. 

SPORT - Lo Jordqnie va engager six ft liuiL cnirafncurs rushes 
pour scs dquipes dc football ct d'aihldlisme. Cette decision dd- 
coule d'une directive royalc. Elle a pour but dc promouvoir ie 
•sport Jordanien. Le mimsire de la Jcuncsse, Saleh Irsheldul, va 1 
envoycr dans les mois qui viennent, un de ses accsseurs ft Mos- 
cou, pour signer les controls. 

POSTS - Le "courrier ft grande vitesse" Jordan ien va biemfll 
arflvcr dans tous les pays pouvus du systeme de distribution ra-. 
pide> Celiii-ci, iniroaufi dans le rqyaume en 1986, pcrmctiail 

hUm /i'anuAuAK rln nAurrlar iirrrorr & oanlAirtAnl nnuc All. 


= "Sbot". Spot-Image inivaflle en Spns presenter de facture ay- 
6uSle col Jabofa Lion avee le Cen- cune, "CpsL un Siicqul Aim 

tre;i NaUonal des Etudes Spa- ; grande, yqteur,,11 fauLptesenjer le 
' Uales(CNES). Son idde: prendre, painmoine. Aussi. il est bon de 
deS pholos-satellite, qui permet- fajre connalw ^s icchnoiogiM. 
trontde dSfinir lesimplanlations" modems - dl k, e ?fi r , “ff' ’ 
possibles de retehues d'eau sur )e Marc; Aibouy, d ft 

wadi Motissa. "L'objectif est de m6me longueur d onde. Il faut 
limiter les ddgais en cas de crue, celles-ci soIent utilisdes, 
ml a^lTavoirdes/erenues ^i^ dans les mlUeux de 
d'cftu dans uno rdgion mql arro- -Karchddogie d ' . . . . 

. sdd"affirme Gabriel Pert, du Ser-',; 1 ■ / MLa.ii Armand - 

. vice du Pdvcloppdmcnt Interno-,; , ^ 

. \. * • ■ ’ ' • 


l'dtranger. A Tuiterieur des frontiftres, la distribution rapide. 

' sera possible entre les principales agglomdrntlons, Amman, 
Zarqa, Ifbld et Aqaba. 

-ESCtyA - Aprfts le voyage de son Secrdtaire-Exdculif ft Bey- - . 
; routh, Tgyseer Abdel Jaber, I'antenne rdgionale de i'ONU vienl 
1 de soumettre au Uban une proposition pour encourager une v6- 
'ritable agriculture. CoUe-ci doit, remplacer les cultures de 
drogues ulicites. L'ESCWA, institution qui vise ft fcvoriser le' 

' ddveloppement dConomique et social, se joint aux efforts de 
lutte centre la drogue lands par les Nations Unies. Object!f: 
pepnettre ftu Liban de retrouver une agriculture saine.ei legale. 

.MISSION.- Une mission du ministere frangais de Economic 
ei deis finances a sdjourad ft Amman du 11 au 15 mars defniers. 
Celle^ci p pu faire ]le point avec 'le Service commercial dd , 
i i'Ambas^adc de France sur. l'fivoluLion des relations 4cdno- 
: miques jbrdflnt^frahgalses. A ceite occasion, les officiels .de - 
Bercy ont fcncontrd un large dventail cl'inUiisiricls et d'hommes; 
d'affaires'joidaniens. ain8i que les'responsables des J7 iaiplan- 
; tations fituigaises dons le royaume. . r ;• 

MAFRAQ - Cinqtiante tonnes de provisions alimenlalres opt.- 
4tfi distributes lundi ft 500 families dans le bCsoiji, habitant 
Mafraq et le$ 10 villages voisins. La distribution a 6te supervis-; 
■ deVpar la: Princesse Basriia.^L'orgahisateur est le "Queen Alla 
Social WelFareFund". .> • ! ’ 
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France 

Les 20 ans de "Medecins sans frontieres" 

De l'Arm&iie k la Yougoslavie, du Savador au Y6meri, les MSF viennent au secours de victimes de 

catastrophes ou de guerres. Depuis 20 ans! 

"ILS SONT des ceniaines de 
milticrs. Unc cohortc sans fin 
qui erre, paniqudc, pieds nus, on 
pyjama, k 3.000 mfetres 
d'aliiludc. Sans nourriiure, sans 
couvcrturcs. Un calvairc!" Au 
fin fond dc la Turquic, Marcel 
Roux, ddcrit au telephone, cn 
mars 91, la fuilc des Kurdcs dc- 
vant les troupes irakiennes. II cst 
I'un dcs ccs "Medecins Sans 
FronLifercs" (MSF) qui compo- 
sent la plus importanic organisa¬ 
tion privdc d'aidc mddicale au 
mondc. 

Vingt-deux ans plus tel, land is 
que les regards dtaient fixes sur 
la lunc oft dcs hommes posaieni 
Ic pied, une guerre atroce faisaii 
pdrir au Biafra deux millions 
d'Sires humains. A I'dpoquc, Ic 
silence dtaii dc rfegle autour dc 
cc type de drome: les organisa¬ 
tions humanitoircs imposaicnl A 
lours dquipes le devoir dc re¬ 
serve, condition croyaicnt-cllcs, 
dc l'efficacite dc teur action. 

Tous nc I'cntendaicnt pas dc In 
sorte. Et nouvmmcnl unc poigndc 
dc medecins frangais, dcs co¬ 
pains, qui dons le Paris dc "mai 
68", rfivaiem dc. "changer la vie". 

Des iddnlistes de tous polls MSF > 20 ans # e lutte partout dans le monde 


l EDI TO 



Ils ddcidferent de rompre cetle 
loi du silence, pour en appelcr & 
la conscience du monde. Ainsi 
nnquirem Les "Mddccins Sans 
FFonllbres”. Par mi les pionniers, 
Ton rencontrail des marxisles, 
dcs Chretiens, des alhdcs, des 
idfialistes dc tous poils. L'un 
d'eux, un praticien de 28 ans, 
Bernard Kouchner, devtendra 
Secretaire d'Elat 5 l'Aide human- 
itaire. 

La charte des MSF stipule 
qu'ils doivent venir au secours 
des victimes de catastrophes ou 
de guerres, "sons discrimination, 
de race, dc religion, de philoso¬ 
phic". En veillant & "mainienir 
une lotale indfipendancc M'dgard 
de tous les pouvolrs". Les 
"French doctors" mettent en 
oeuvre k grande dchelle ,un 
systbme de santd qui attnque do 
front tous les probifemes: fepi- 
ddmiologie, nutrition, hygifenc. 


Le roman cler Iraklen a passfe 
trois jours dans la eltd nqba- 
tdenne. A la recherche de 
: l'insplratlon, II ya dcrire un 
texte, dans le . cqdre : de 
l'opdraljon "Nouvelles de Pe¬ 
tra" 

"QUICONQUE . REAGIT de 
manifete aussl enthousiaste dc- 
yant Pdlra ne peui-feirc qu'trn de¬ 
scendant : des Nabatdens oil la 
.reincarnation do. l'un d'entre-eux" : 
dit Tun 1 des guides acccmpagna* 

, teurs de 1'dcrlvain iraklen Ibra¬ 
him Jabra. La sefene date d\me 
, semaihfe,' Elle relate la recontre 
entre un lieu unique, eqtrd dans 
le pauimolne .mondial.et un ah* 
teur, momumeni.de la Uufirkturc' 

• arab&. Ibrahim. Jabra, hd, eh 1920 
k Beihtfeem yient de sorfir tpiro- 

■ man; "Le journal do Saraab Af- 
fanet un Cssai. il .esl le (raditc- - 
.. teur de Shakespearfe oti langUe 1 
arifye. II a dcrit uhnbmbre incaL >: 

• ciilablc d'oiiyrages;' dom ,1’iin,, 
traduiten FrangaRVA la“ re; : ; 
oherche de Wolid iMasoud?: esi: 

; sqrU aux ddidphs l J.C..UtL&s k ) i-V ; 
: Jaljra, est reste trois jburs dflqs; 
; la ; - cite nabatfiferine •; 1 pour i 


Mais les querelles intestines di- 
visent la bande de copains. En 
1980, Bernard Kouchner claque 
la pone et s'en va fonder une au¬ 
tre association*. "Mddccins du 
monde". 

Les MSF connaissenl alors, 
scion l’un d'entre-eux, “une nou- 
vclle naissance". L'organisalion 
s'felwgil fi Id Belgique, la Suisse, 
la Hollundc; I'Espagne, la Grfece, 
le Luxembourg. Ils crfcnt une 
"Unite Europtfcnne d'Urgence", 
force de frappe mddicale qui 
petit intervene parlour dans les 
24 heures. . 

En 20 ans, quelques dix mllle 
MSF ont apporld leur aide dans 
plus de 80 pays. Leurs motiva¬ 
tions? D'abord le souci de se ren- 
dre utiles, dc servir. Pour cer¬ 
tain?, s'ajoute le coQt de 
1 aventure, le besoin d'dchapper k 
la routine, au conforL Au Liban, 
cn 1976, les MSF soignent les 
civil s blessds. Sous les bombes 


et les balles, sans contact avec 
rextdrieur, ils font 
I'apprentissage de la mfidccine 
de guerre et de la peur. 

De 1980 k 1990, 550 "French 
doctors" se succfedent en Af¬ 
ghanistan. Les premiers passem 
la frontifere clandeslincmem, de¬ 
guises en Afghans. En 1988, en 
Armdnie, lors d'un des tremble- 
ments de terre les plus meurlriers 
du sifecle (25.000 morts), ils or¬ 
ganised un pont adrien et 
achemincnt, vers dcs villages ou- 
blids, des unitds de reins artlfi- 
ciels, pour les survivants prison- 
niers des dbcombres. Une de 
leurs demiferes missions les a 
conduits en Yougoslavie. Dans 
Dubrovnic bombardde, dans Vu- 
kovar en dial de sifege, ils se sont 
retrouvds en premifere ligne pour 
assister les victimes d'une guerre 
fratricide. 

Des MSF paient cet engage¬ 
ment de leur vie ou de leur Tiber- 


Quand Jabra rencontre 
\le site de Petra 

toxte dans le cadre de Topdration premiers moments, quapd j'al v 
Nouvelles do Pdira”, organisde cque rdche comme sculpide dan 
conjomiement par le mmistferc . le paysage, ces montagnes qui 
du Tounsmo jordanien et |e Ser- semblaient lancer un defl k la vl 
vice culture! .frangaisi Lq rdsulUtt :- sion". 1 ■ ; . . .< 

un Uyic, qui doil.sor- •. . Le . • romancie 

ur. cn 1993 pfe: douzc-. 
auteurs voht • exprimer 
Ieur joie, leuf pa^idn.; 
leur folie deypnt uniol 
pan .de l'histbire mdn- 
, dialer 

Four Ibrahim Jubjra, 

dc^iWtin iraklen 
i d'qciglne, •.ipalesti : 
n jenne, le : pari esl- ddjfe 
gagnd. 1 C?r livoyageur- . . ^ 

insatiable yl^hi de, . .. 

wpdriencepas d'dldgesehvers "1 


vu d&S centq| nes, je pensais 6tre 

• familiar avec Ifr ci|d, mais j'dtOis 

• daps; l’absirqij". La rencontre * 
- J dtdis trfes ^xciiq ^ans les tous 


premiers moments, quaijd j'ai vu 
ceue roche comme sculpide dans 
le paiysage, ces montagnes qui ' 
semblaient lancer un defl k la vi- 
sion".; • • ,• 

Le . • romancier 
s’emportc, les mots se 
bousculeht pour 46- 
crlre des "Nabatdens 
aipoureux de la roche, 
qui ne se sont pas trou- 
vd forcds de vivre dans 
cette i vallde pour $ur- 
vivre, mais. 4ui ont 
choisi cet emplace¬ 
ment, cede ambiance 
paniculifere . pour 
. s'insiailerl. Il ne iarit 
■ : pas d'blbges ehvers "le 
V talent d'lmaginatipn de 
ce peuple".) Les dmdtloiis lui 
suggfereni des questions sur les 
"origines de la civilisation arabe, 
ses influences hdlldnlstiques et 
romanes, ses crayances dans La. 
reincarnation..." 


td. Deux d'entre-eux ont pnssd 
huit mois dans des geolcs 
turques. Deux autres, survolant 
le Soudan, ont 6t6 abauus par un 
missile. En Afghanistan, un 
"French doctor" a did assassind 
par des hommes masquds. Lor- 
squ'il expose le bilan de 20 ans 
d'action, le president de 
Tassociation, Rony Brauman, 
met l'accent sur des difficultds, 
ignordes du public, mais rencon- 
trdes par les dquipes sur le ter¬ 
rain: Tlongds au cceur des con- 
flits, les MSF se placent, sans 
amblguitd du c6td des victimes 
dom Us ddfendent les droits. 
Aussi, leur faut-il du doigld, dc 
la diplomatic, du sens politique, 
pour contoumer une bureaucra- 
lie toqjours tatlllonne, oil pour sc 
ddrober aux attentions de mili- 
lalres loujours soupgonneux". ■ 

Pierre Albert Lambert 


Jabra revienl de Pdtra, de trois 
Jours de voyage pour une nou- 
veUe qui commence ddjfe k se so- 
lidifler, "C'est une pdnode suffi- 
same, je ne suis pas un 
archdologue, je ne dois pas 
foulller la zone dans ses moin- 
dres ddtails, je suis venu ici, 
avec l'espril d'un homme qui 
aime i'histoire et 'la sculpture. 
Aussi avec celui d'un pofete qui 
, trouve son inspiration dans les 
espaces,., Les espaces me fasci- 
nemr. 

L'auteur a ddjfe commence & 
griffoner. Une‘ dbauche d'histoire 
se profile, 11 s'agirait, d'une 
_ femme archdologue, historienne 
et. artiste k la fois. Amoureuse de 
la civilisation naboldenne, elle 
Scroll en fail la reincarnation de 
Shuqailat, femme de A1 Harith, 
un des souVerains ayant rdgn6 : 

surpetra. . ;■ i 

Shuaaiiat n!6tail pas seulemem 
belle, Elle dominan son peuple, 
faisaii ostentation de sa puis¬ 
sance; qui depassait cello de son 
man. Le romancier a encore 
quelques mois devan t lui pour se 
laisser aller au . "jeu 4e 
1'imagination". ■ ' •. 

F.M, 


Au travail! 

LA REGION du Prochc- 
Orient a plus que jamais be¬ 
soin de meiirc cn applica¬ 
tion le mol d'ordrc “Au tra¬ 
vail". 11 esL evident que les 
remous polilico-mitiiaires 
dont elle a did Ic liidaLre ont 
gd-ndrd un esprit de pen- 
seurs, de Uidoncicns cn pol¬ 
itique. 

Bref de politicards. Ceci 
au ddtriment des besoins et 
necessities du ddveloppe- 
ment dconomique et social 
dans ceue partie du monde, 
fertile et riche, mais peu 
prospfere. La demiferc Crise 
du Golfe a amend la rdgion 
k un ddchirement tel, qu'il a 
cache par son ampleur la di¬ 
mension de la "Grande Dis- 
corde". Certains ont alors 
pensd que la jcune religion 
dc I'dpoque, I'lslnm, n'allaii 
jamais s'en remcltre. 

En fail, la rdcenic Crise 
devraii 0 l'imagc dc la 
deuxifeme guerre mondiale 
au Japon cl en Allcntagne, 
apportcr chez les peuplcs 
arabes le m&me souffle qui 
a ram end les deux vaincus 
de 1945 h la idle dc liste dcs 
puissances dconomiques de 
nos jours. 

Quand certains avant- 
gardistes baissent les bras et 
ddserient leurs pays, les 
laissam ainsi en proic k la 
mediocrite, ils commettenl 
par lb, non pas un crime, 
mais plus grave, une erreur. 

Le lotalitarisme, respons- 
able du bilan ddsasireux de 
la situation dons la pluport 
des pays dits en develop¬ 
ment, a flnalcmcm did plus 
cota'strophique encore que 
les guerres et les confute 
qui ont purulysd 
I’hdmisphfere-sud. 

Par ailleurs, la democra¬ 
tic, qui so ranime, souveni 
trap Icntemem dans certains 
pays, esl le scul remfede oux 
maux de ccs socidlds. 
Cheque progrbs devruil ftlre 
consacre loUc une victoire 
et par l k mftme devenlr un 
acquis, 

Pour ainsi faire, le travail, 
le devouement, 1'application 
autant que faire se pourro, 
sont les ingredients de la 
conscience civiquc, dldment 
fondamental de la structure 
mentale d'une socidid candi¬ 
date au ddveloppement;' '■ 

Si les ddeennies passdes 
ont die consid6r6cs par 
l'ONU comme ratdes pour 
le ddveloppement, la qua- 
trifeme ddcennle, -e'est-fe- 
dire les anndes 90, constitue 
un projeL Aux Etats- 
►membres le programme et 
aux citoyeris le travail. ■ 


Telephone & 
fax 648.298 
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ATTENTAT - Un attentat 
5 la bombe a praliquement 
ddlruil mardi aprfes-midi 
l'ambassade d'israCl situde 
au cccur de la ctpilale dc 
V Argentine, Buenos Aires. 
Bilan provisoirc: au moins 
10 morts el 95 blessds. 
L'altentat a 6td revcndiqud 
dans la soirde par "des na- 
zis" etplus turd, it radio Mi¬ 
tre, par une voix dlrangfere 
disant appartenir k un 
group© pour "lu Palestine li- 
bre". Un employe dc 
l'ambassade dc France, 
toute proche, a did blessd 
par dcs delate de verre. 

JIHAD - L'organisalion in- 
tdgriste du Jihad islamique 
en Palestine a revendiqud 
mardi soir h Beyrouth, 
I'opdration de Jaffa (Israftl, 
au cours de laqucllcdcux Is- 
radliens ont did luds et 20 
blessds. Cette action cst 
"dddidc" au chef du Hez¬ 
bollah libanais Lud par un 
raid isrndlicn. Mardi ft Jaf¬ 
fa, un Palcsiinicn de Jaffa 
avail lud deux Isradliens et 
en avail blessd 20 uutres k 
coups dc coutcau avant 
d'etre abattu par les tirs 
d'un garde -fromiferc. 

TURQUIE - Un nouveau 
sdisme d'une mngnitude de 
6 degrfes sur l'&hcllc dc 
Richter a louchd dimunchc 
it 18H30 locales, lout I'Esi 
dc la Turquic. Cette sc- 
coussc a notnmmcnt did 
rcsscntic dans In villc sinis- 
irde d'Er/.incan, fruppde 
vcndrcdi par un ircinblc- 
ment dc lerre d'une magni¬ 
tude de 6,2 it 6,8 sur 
I'dchello dc Richter. Cc pre¬ 
mier sdisme, qui a partiellc- 
ment ddtruil le centre villc 
a fail un millier dc morts 
scion les premifercs estima¬ 
tions. 320 corps identifies 
ct 1.086 blessds ont did re¬ 
tires dcs ddeombres 
d'Eraincan dimancltc, scion 
un bilan offlcici provisoirc. 

ISRAEL - Les Etals-Unis 
soupconncnt fortement 
Israel d'avoir rdcxportd ilid- 
galcmcnt de Iq technologic 
mllitaire vers des pays 
comme la Chine et 
1'Afrique du sud. 
L'ambassade d'lsrodl fe 
Washington a fait savoir 
que ccs "allegations" dc re- \ 
sponsables amdricains, dtai- 
ent dcs "questions ddlicatcs 
qui iuisaicnl I'objct de nd- 
gocialions" cnlrc les deux 
gouvcrncmcnte. Marlin 
Fitzwalcr, Mrte parole du 
president Bush, a ddclard 
lundi que les Etals-Unis 
ycuieni "dc bonnes rcla- 
uons avec Israel" sans dd- 
mentir les prdcddcnies affir¬ 
mations. 

CHAZLI - Lc gdndral Saa- 
4eddinc aI-Cha?Ii,' chef 
.deutt-major dcs forces ar- : 
nj&s dgypiicnncs' pen dam 
• l3 fr 8 uc ,r‘re israfilo-arabc:del 
f^ oridid samedi a 

gdndral Chozli hvait did • 
condamnd par coniuihace b ;, 
trois arts dc truvaux'forcds , 
par la Haute Cpuf mllitaire ; 
de justice, Ii di$it accuse de ■ 
dWulgatibn de secrete mOt- v 
tajres dans ■■;$&■ttf&fitita'h 
pubhds pendant son dstil di < 


inlordjteScn Egyptc; 


Interview du ministre des communications 

Arabsat en dix lecons 


Le Jourdain: Vous dtiez en 
France lors du lancement 
d 1 Arabsat 1-C. Sa carte 
d'identild? 

Jamal Al Saraireli: Arabsat l-C 
est lc troisifemc satellite de la 
premifere gdndration pour le rd- 
scau Arabsat. C'est lc mfeme 
modfelc que Arabsat 1-A et 1-B. 
Son rfile cst dc rcmplacer Arab¬ 
sat 1-A qui cst k court d'dncrgic 
et qui assure muinicnani les 
lignes rdgionalcs entre pays 
arubes. Noire ixirticipaiion cst dc 
3,3% dcs investisscmcnis 
d'Arabsat. 

L J: Arabsat, c'est indispensa¬ 
ble pour la Jordanie? 

J.A.S: La Jordanie n'est pas obli- 
gde de souscrire k Arabsat, mais 
c'est dans noire inidrfet dc porti- 
ciper k cc rdseau. Car INTEL¬ 
SAT (I'Organisation intemation- 
ole des tdldcommunicalions par 
satellite) n'est pas cn mesure de 
fournir suffisamment d'espacc 
pour sulisfaire nos dcmandcs de 
plus cn plus imporuintes en 
mnliferc dc lignes. 

LJ: Arabsat 1-C peut trans¬ 
porter 8.000 lignes de t£l£- 
pltone. Quclles sont les appli¬ 
cations pour la Jordanie? 
J.A.S: Les principales applica¬ 
tions, cc sonL le telephone, lc fax 
ou le idtcx. Nous occupons k peu 
prfes 250 chaincs dc telephone 
dans le rdscuu. Aussi, nous utili- 
sons unc panic dc la capncild du 
satellite pour 1a television. Nos 
nclivites dc I'annec dcrniferc dans 
ce domainc s'dlfevcnt it 4723 
minutes pour la transmission ct 
23.640 pour In reception. 

LJ: Envisage/-vo us unc 

huusse des tuxes sur les com¬ 
munications Internntipnales et 

S ourquol pas locales? 

•A.S: Les services de telecom¬ 
munications cn Jordanie sont 



Jamal Al Saralreh 

rendus par une socidtd d'Etat 
(TCC). Les prix el les taxes sur 
ccs services sont rdgulds par 
l'Etat el doivent fetre dicrdtds par 
le gouvemcmeni. Bicn que la 
pluport dcs pays aienl un droit 
souverain d'imposcr des taxes 
sur les services de telecommuni¬ 
cations, la taxation imposde aux 
Jordunicns est minimale. Cest 
dc I'ordrc de 10% de la valeur de 
la note de telephone. C'est pour- 
quoi, envisager une hausse im- 
minente des taxes cst improba¬ 
ble. II faut dviter de surenarger 
les usagers dc taxes. 

Pour ce qui cst des cofits des 
appels loenux, la pratique, en 
particulier dans les pays ddve- 
loppds, consistc depuis long- 
temps k imposer des charges rai- 
sonnablcs, duns le but d'dyiter 
ccrtoinos difficultds dans les 
couches socialcs ddfavorisdes. 
Lc princine qui consistc fi sdpar- 
cr ortiflcicllcmcnt les cofits des 
diffdrcnte services cst adoptd 
pour pcrmetlrc aux ulilisatcurs k 
revenus moddrds d'avoir accfcs 
aux services. C'est pourquoi, unc 
panic des cofits dcs communica¬ 
tions loculcs cst transfdrdc sur 
les appels d longue distance ct 


Le 49eme vol d'Ariane 


Pur Nadeein Khoury 

VINGT-SIX fdvricr 1992, 
20h50 ct 09 sccondcs, Kourou, 
heure localc(23h 58mn 09s 
GMT). Une fusdc Ariane ddcollc 
au Centre spaliul dc lu Guyonc 
frangaise. Elle uansporte deux 
satellites de communications: 
Arabsat-1C et lc japonais Supw- 
bird-Bl. 

Les deux miscs sur orbite se 
ddroulcnl dans les meilleurcs 
conditions. Ce lanccmcnt 
marque le 49feme vol d'Ariane 
(le 21feme pour la puissante Arl- 
ane-4) depuis le dfibutdes aclivi- • 
ids commercialds d'Arianespace 
en 1982. . • , 

L'objcctif principal du lance- 
jncrtt d’un tel smclliic dc commu- 
nicuiions cst dc le placer cn or- 
bite "gdostationnaire" autour de 
la terre. Dans ceue orbite, dtablie 
k 36.000 km dc 1 'dquateur, le sat¬ 
ellite fail le tour 1 de notre planete ; 
toulcs les 24 h. 11 est par \k 
mdnie synchronise avee son 
mouvemem naiurcl. d'bfi le 

termc“g6ostaUojmaire''. 

: • ;: 'Arabsat 1? • 


L'ayaiUage d'une Wie WlP Vr 
i, elleigaraniif uiid couyeiture des. 


zqnesvoulpcs. 


Arabsat 1C, lo troisifemc dcs 
satellites Arabsat de la premifere 
gdndration, lancd avec succds par 
la fusde Arianc-4 le 26 fdvrier 
dernier, a did flnalement placd en 
orbite "gdostaiionnaire" Ic' 3 
mars 1992. Les operations de 
contrfile au so) ont did conduces 
par l'Agence. spatiole; francaise 
(CNES) depuis le centre de Tou¬ 
louse, en France, en coopdraiion 
avec 1'Aerospatiale -le constnic- 
tcur des satellites de la premifere 
gdndration. 

Depuis, les operations sont 
passdes sous le .contrdle de 
l'organisalion ArabsaL Ce rdseau 
comporte deux stations: la pre- 
miferd fe Dirab (prfes de Riyadien 
Arabie Saoudite), la deuxifeme 
cn Tunisie. r 

A prdsent, le satellite de com-, 
municatlons esl ;en pdriode de 
test. Les spdcialistes au sol vdri- 
ficiU ses performances. Le satel¬ 
lite doit dire opdrationnel vers le 
20 mars 19921;. : ■ J: 

Arabsat-lC'esi le troisifemc de 
{a premifere gdndration des satel¬ 
lites "Arabsat"’ consltrtilts par 
i'Adrospailale; Elce piaur Arab- 
sat, rorgqnispliqn 1 panarabc qui 
travail le sou's la coupe de la 
liguearabe.; . ;. .' . 

> Les deux premiers satellites 
(1A et,1B), ont dtelancds ati hii- 
lieu 'des anndes 80,; el onl did 
utilises. poUr assurer une grande 


iniernationaux, qui sont aborda- 
blcs pour .les classes moyennes 
ctdlevdes. 

La tendance cst en train dc 
changer. Un bon nombre de pays 
va adopter un syslfemc de prix 
vis-k-vis des services-tdldcoms 
beaucoup plus rationnel, dirccte- 
ment lid aux coQts de production 
du service. La Jordanie suit de 
trfes prfes ceue possibility. Lc 
systfeme est aussi gouvemd par 
des factcurs nationaux et interna- 
lionaux. 

L.J: Dans les dix anndes qui 
viennent, Arabsat va prdparcr 
une seconde gdndration dc sat¬ 
ellites. Qu’en attendez-vous? 
J,A,S: Les spdcificilds de la sec- 
onde gdndration d'Arabsat sont 
ddjh ddfinles et miscs k disposi¬ 
tion. Arabsat emend lancer ccue 
nouvclle gdndration en 1996. 
Ccllc-ci doit foumir des services 
numdriques k des cofits moin- 
dres. Elle doit aussi comporter 
dcs "Ku-Band transponders", ce 
qui permettra l'ulilisation 
d'amennes de petite taille. ■ 

Propos recpeillLs 
par Francis Mazoyer 


varldtd do communications. En 
. accord avec les plans de ddpart 
d'Arabsat, la mission d'un dcs 
satellites dtaii d'etre tout dc suite 
opdrationnel. 

L'autre, dtaii Ifi pour pallicr les 
dventueLles ddfaillanccs du pre¬ 
mier. La demande grandissanie a 
fored ArabsaL k les me lire tous 
les deux en service, tout .en 
main tenant la priori td pour les 
Lignes rdgionales; en cas de dd- 
faillance dc l'un des deux satel- 
■ lltos. Arabsat IC, constreil un 
peu plus tard, dtaii alors gardd au 
sol. 

• En raison de sdrieux 
problfemes rencontrds rdeemment 



wwiaiwii . wv BM-.v-, —-—-- 

sate)lite(lC) a did; prise. Celui-cl 
, dtaii cn rdserye depuis plusicure • 
.anndes. .'dans ; ,les hahgafS ,de: 

; l'Adrospatiale a: Nice. Arabsat-; 
1C est la parfaite reproduetjon 
des'deux autres satellites. It est 
V capable. dc uansporter. 8.000 
lignes de telephone ainsi que dcs 
! programmes dc television; l . 

:, l^s projetsd'Arabsatcompren- ■ 

nerii la: prdp&rqii.on' fl'unc sec- 
onde gdnfiralion do satelliics. 14 
tout premier deue! gdqdraiipri 
sera Uncd en 1996i Ccs satellites 
: aurbiit un "design" different des 
prdeddents ct seroiitplus efficac- 
' es aflii dc sadsfaire lq demqnde 
• pouf (es dix aiind^ qui viennent. 

f*V4 A Nadeert Khoufy est j'ex- 
;; d Irecteut* dqirdseaa Arabsat;. 


HUSSEIN - Lc roi Hussein 
cl lc president frangais, 
Frangois Mitterrand se sont 
rencomrds lundi au Palais 
de l'Elysee. Les discussions 
entre les deux chefs d’Eiats 
portaient sur les relations 
jordano-frangaiscs eL sur la 
Conference dc paix. 
Frangois Mitterrand a expri- 
md l'engagcmcm dc la 
France fi soutenir les pour¬ 
parlers de paix. Le president 
Mitterrand a dgalcment sou- 
lignd que son pays aidcrait 
la Jordanie k faire face k ses 
difficultds. 

TURQUIE - Lc Premier 
ministre frangais, Edith 
Crcsson a annoned samedi 
I'envoi cn Turquic dc deux 
unites sndciales dc la Sdcu- 
ritd civile, aprfes Ic lrcmblc- 
mcm dc lerrc qui a louclte 
vcndrcdi la rdgion 
d’Er/.incan. "Soycz rassurds 
dc la complfelc solidarity de 
lu France dans ccue catas¬ 
trophe" a prdcisfi Edith 
Crcsson. LaCroix Rouge, lc 
Croissant Rouge et M6de- 
cins Sans Froniifercs ont 
dgalcmcnt ddpfechd des 
dquipes sur place. 

F.N - Un meeting du Front 
National pour la campagne 
dcs 6lections rdgionalcs a 
donnd lieu k dc violems in¬ 
cidents samedi soir h Qmr- 
ircs(ccntrc) entre militants 
d'exirfeme-droile et contre- 
mnnifcsiants, Ccs dchauf- 
fourdes ont fail plusicurs 
blessds. Quatre militants 
d'cxtremc-droiie onl did in- 
terpcllds par les forces de 
I'ordrc. 

TAPIE • Lliomme 
d'affaires Bernard Topie, 
lender dcs listcs socinlistcs 
du sud-est de la France pour 
les elections rdgionalcs, a 
did condamnd jcudi par un 
tribunal dc Marseille, pour 
avoir traild dc "salauds 1 , les 
dice teurs du Front National. 
Lors d'une rdunion publique 
le 28 janvicr, M.Tapie, dep¬ 
ute dc Marseille cl Dissident 
de' I'Cquipc dc footbnll dc la 
ville, avail ddclard, "si le 
Pen esl un salaud, ceux qui 
votenl pour lui sont dcs sa- 
jauds". 

DEFICIT - U ddflcil bud- 
gdtaire dc la France pour 
1991 ddpasse de 63% les 
ordvisions initiates. II aiteint 




milliards de dollars) coptre 
93.15 milliards ■ de FF( 16 
milliards dc dollars) en 
: 1990,! Les prdvisions ini- 
dales du gouvcritehienl, ta^ 
blalent sur un deficit budge-' 
latre de 80,7 milliards de 

m ;; 

POIRET .'-.Jean Poiret, hu- 
ntorislc, chnnsopnier, comd- 
dicn, auteur, meueur en 
sefene de thdatre ct de cine¬ 
ma est mon samedi fi 65 ans 
k Paris aprfes avoir eu' le 
: temps de donner le dernier 
tour de maniveile It son pre¬ 
mier film ■ "Le . zfebre". 

■ L’interprfete dc la "Cage aux 
Folles a 6ld Icrrosse par 
une crisc cardiaque. Nd le 
•17 aofit 1926 k Paris, il dis- 
aiL dans sa jcunesse voulolir' 
devenir . employe -des 
Pompes Funfebrcs, et qU'il y- 
. avail renonce pour se consa- 
:crerau titeairc;> / 
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Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send a 
photo...we will run It free 
of charge in The Star's 
People and Events page. 
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• HRH Princess Iiusma, chair¬ 
person of Queen Alia Social 
Welfare Fund(QAF) board of 
trustees, received u cheque for 
JD 20,000 in donation to the 
Fund's charity campaign 
launched during Ramadan. Dr 
Hasson Khreis, who chairs the 
Amman-based Arab Health 
Committee, handed Princess 
Bosnia die cheque liisl week, 
noting that it was part of the 
committee's contribution to 
QAFs current campaign to help 
the needy, especially those af¬ 
fected by the recent snowstorm, 
in the kingdom. 

• Dr Tayseer Abdul Jaber, ex¬ 
ecutive secretary of the Econom¬ 
ic and -Social Commission for 
WcsLcrn Asia (ESCWA) met 
Wednesday with the EC Group 
Ambassador in Amman, Mr 
Christian Falkuvvoski. The 
meeting was designed to discuss 
mailers of priority to Jordan in 
general and to ESCWA in partic¬ 
ular. The discussion included is¬ 
sues such us water resources,-en¬ 
vironment, population planning 
and the development and sup¬ 
porting of the private sector. 


• The Royal Automobile Club 
of Jordan announces its resched¬ 
uled activities: 

— OKI Fax-sponsored National 

Rally: Friday 10 April, 

— OKI Fax-sponsored speed 
test:-Friday 24 April. 

—Silk Cut-sponsored Jordan In¬ 
ternational Rally: Thursday and 
Friduy 21 and 22May. 



• El Urdon Club organized an open team bridge tournament in coop¬ 
eration with the Jordan Bridge Association (JBA) at the club's prem¬ 
ises in Jcbal Weibdeh. 

The [jrst place was captured by the JBA's mixed team, captained by 
Mrs Nuw/.ad Shaker and which also included Mrs Hanan El Mas- 
ri, Ms Scricne llnrakat, Mr Marwan Ghnnem and Mr Ghassan 
Glmneni. 

El Urdon Club held this tournament in memory of the late Mazen 
El Ajlouni, the first president of JBA and an ex-president of El Ur¬ 
don Club. 

The memorial trophies were given by Mr Awwad Haddad of El 
Union Club during a ceremony held on the premises of JBA, 


— Baludna milk-sponsored Ral¬ 
ly: Friday 10 July. 

—OKI Fax-sponsored ' speed 
test: Friday 31 July. 

—Silk Cut sponsored Um A1 
Rummun uphill race: 21 August. 

— OKI Fax-sponsored speed 
test: Friduy 9 October. 

— National Rally. Friday 20 No¬ 
vember. 

Participation in the’ April Na¬ 
tional Rally is open to all. Dead¬ 
line is 2 April, Track guide will 
be distributed on 25 March. 
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• ■ The American Cultural Center 
will present the film "Seven 

• Brides for Seven Brothers" at 
2:30 pm. The beautiful voice of 

I. Howard Keel cun again be heard 
in (his Academy Award-winning 
musical cqmcdy. 

■ Also at the American Cultural 
Center, the film "The Wizard 
of Oz" will be shown on Sunday 
22 March at 2:30 pm. This film 
is tin annual musical treat for the 
entire family. 

Exhibitions 

■ At the French Cultural Center, 
in cooperation with UNESCO 
and ihe French Archaeological 
Institute (IFAPO), an exhibition 
entitled "Modern Technology 
at the Service of Archaeology" 
will be opened on Monday 16 
March at 7:30 pm. The exhibi¬ 
tion will run until 29 March. 

■ At Abdul Hamid 1 ' Shoinnh 
Foundation, the art exhibition of 

.. artists Ghada Dahdalfh, Ayad 
. A! Nliner and Larissa Najjar 
will be opened todriy and it Will 
, ■ run until 15 April. Daily from JO 
am to 4 pm, except on Sundays 
.. arid Thursdays from 10 am to 3 
pm and .7-9 pm,--■' : 

Field Trips 

v of Archaeology, will 
be conducting a field trip ib;Je- 
■. .rush on Friday 20 March/ The 
fP will be led by Mr;J&cquei 
i 'Selgne, director, pf the French 


.. - • t * . " . . .Tocigne, uircctor. pr the French 

FW more information please call THE 1 SECURITY PEOPLE ' Archaeological Institute (IFA- 

• ~—— 1 1 • 7 ' : .W IDeparture will ;b$ from the 

,«MM Jordan Enfltiwoiirie pyinin Cwtwiiijg c«, :• ; / / : Arani Hpie| parking Ipt at 9 aril, 
4 BBI- .m«44ai4na. 641490 -tix:*# 4 ?- • .. .wpnVdtecars, 

•' P.O.Rd* 728 ArwftanVJtfrtfpn■...•/.*• - i T .. 

\ r mV I « —■r~‘ ~ j- 1 1 -- '■ - - - • • « ■*' ' : .7 It . • I 1 



A scene from 'A Woman Rebel and Aragoz' 


A promising future 

Jordan's first 
Youth Theater Festival 


male ai 

fyenda 


By Vesna Masharqa 

Special to The Star 

UNDER THE patronage of her 
Highness Queen Noor, the Jor¬ 
danian Artists' Association have 
organized and sponsored Jor¬ 
dan's first Youth Theater Festi¬ 
val, to be held at the Royal Cul¬ 
tural Centre between March 14 
and March 27. 

Six local theater productions, 
from a total of 12 who competed 
to appear at the festival, will be 
competing for awards for the 
best play, direction, main mule 
and female roles, supporting 
male and female roles, script, 
lighting, setting and make up. 

The participating theater artists 
are all graduates from Jordan, 
Iraq, Syria and Egypt, and will 
introduce fresh ideas, ihcuicr 
standards and artistic beliefs 
through their productions, which 
will be evaluated and discussed 
by artists and public figures the 
third day after performing at ihe 
association's premises. 

"Every year Jordan has 50 new 
theater graduates," said Nubcel 
ShoumnR, secretary of the asso¬ 
ciation, and a member of the fes¬ 
tival's supervising committee. 
"Our association decided to es¬ 
tablish the tradition of introduc¬ 
ing them to the Jordanian audi¬ 
ence by facilitating their work 
and financing their productions. 
This is also how we came up 
with the idea behind the festi¬ 
val," 

The festival's entry piay was 
'A Woman Rebel and Arqgoz', 
written, directed and set by Ha¬ 
keem Harb and featuring four 
wonderful actors: Hakeem Harb 
himself, Imad YuniS, Kifah Sala- 
ma and Mohammad Al Soulka. 
The play is on adaptation of 
Sophocles' -AmigonT and Ion 
Juwi s ’Romeo and Janet' and 
Wild yfoman'. 

It is a supert) theater piece with 
powerful acting impact, a solid 
play structure arid deep human 
expression. As Hakeem Harb 
mentioned: 

■ 4 "tile rmtirijpillar of the produc¬ 
tion Is an actor With soul arid his 
body, as on instrument pf his cx- 

K ion. Every actor has estab- 
i a deep understanding of 
hls role through searching, his 
Character's extremes and by es¬ 
tablishing a satisfactory level for 
iispreseniation.' 1 ] • • • ; 

The acting team were harmoni¬ 
ously coordinaied/giving a fur- , 
tiier dimension* to the play; They 
believe lhai their play can be 


performed in any environmental 
selling, such as u street, pork, 
beach or coffee-shop, without 
losing its beauty. 

"The essence of this play is in 
the relationships between the ac¬ 



tor and himself, oilier acton unrl 
tiic audience, a> said actor Imiul 
Yunis, recalling tiuit for him, the 
audience was a jxin of the play 
itself. 

"They were like a city senate, 
with the power to interfere and 

» e us on the suigc. 1 could 
their vibrations coming from 
ull sides, helping me to modify 
my character and achieve solu¬ 
tions and answers to any prob¬ 
lems. The strength of my voice, 

.' the length of my silences und tho 
intensity of my feelings were ad¬ 
justed according to their interac¬ 
tion." 

Another character of the play 
was Aragoz, the puppet, He 
gives the play tho flavor of Jhc 
Arabic theater heritage, voicing 
the unconscious of the characters 
and accelerating the dramatic ac¬ 
tion. 

Hakeem Hurt) secs the play as 
a genuine version of Arab reali¬ 
ty. "We arc oil moved by invisi- 
. ble strings, like puppets, in spite 
of our dreams, wishes and ambt- 
.lions/* he said. “There is a conu- 
nui.iy in human fate and a con- 
< slain repetition of history. Theirs 
were always leaders and rebels* 
Today we need rebels to bring a* 
peace, This dream will on ? day 
be reality:" ;■ ;• . : , 

, Other plays [o be performed at 
the festival will be 'Hunger*, di< ; 
reeled.by Isst HIlaL The Mam ; 
Street'; by; Aid Maui, “The; Hal. 

•• andFfofii'.byiAltmad AlFarecsj. j. 
, ‘Soft, Desert Sand', by Ztad. Jalul, 
v and The Eye* jjy Zari Zobl. * '••••! 
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Adventurous spirit helps 
Fiennes trace lost Ubar 


iSilaoltndwKaai 
, diitomed b« nhifilt 


f . - . r ■ . 

‘Is-rij: i’.-h. t» M : 


A COMB IN A' 1 iuin 01 muucTu 
technology, impeccable aristo¬ 
cratic connections nnd a spirit of 
adventure that would shame In¬ 
diana Jones have led Sir Ra- 
nulph Fiennes to the lost city of 
Ubar on the edge of the barren 
"empty quarter" of Arabia. 

Described by T.E. Lawrence 
as the "AUanus of the sands", 
Ubar has, according to Bedouin 
legend, been buried in the desert 
for more than 15 centuries until 
Sir Ranulph and his colleagues 
uncovered evidence for its redis¬ 
covery al the end of last year. 

A team of American explorers 
and archaeologists believe they 
have found the lost city with the 
help of satellite photographs pro¬ 
vided by NASA, painstaking re¬ 
search and Sir Ranulph's local 
knowledge and connections with 
royal figures such as Sultan Qa- 
bus Bin Said of Oman. 

Although archaeologists are 
reserving judgement until they 
I see the results of archaeological 
| work still in progress, Sir Ra- 

1 nuiph said yesterday he was con- 

I vinced that Ubar lies under the 
small settlement of Shis'r, about 
95 miles north-west of Sulnluh in 
Oman. 

He admitted that most of the 
evidence he has uncovered is cir¬ 
cumstantial. “But it is as circum¬ 
stantial as finding the body in 
the garden of the murder sus¬ 
pect. I would soy as a non- 
orchacologist that this is definite¬ 
ly Ubar." 

Over the years various writers 
have described an ornate city of 

S ilendid towers in the middle of 
e desert that became the centre 
of the lucrative trade in frankin¬ 
cense, an aromatic rosin from the 
nearby Qnra mountains of Dho- 
far, which was used in religious 
ceremonies, perfumes and medi¬ 
cines. 

Frankincense, derived from die 
bark of a rare tree, was more val¬ 
uable than gold and Ubar be¬ 
came an important city on the 
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trade route nordi to Mesopota¬ 
mia for die 2,500-camel cara¬ 
vans needed to transport it safely 
across tiic desert. Sir Ranulph 
said. 

As long ago as 4000 BC, Ubar 
became die established center of 
the frankincense trade and sur¬ 
vived until about AD 500 ac¬ 
cording to Bedouin legend. 
Claudius Ptolemy, the Greek as¬ 
tronomer and cartographer of the 
second century AD, refers to a 
similar city in the desert called 
Omanum Emporium and the Ko¬ 
ran refers to t» city called Ircm 
which was destroyed by God 
about the lime that Ubar is said 
to have gone into decline. 

An iiuiiai archaeological sur¬ 
vey of the silo at Shis'r Tins found 
a city bounded by an octagon- 
shaped wall of between 6ft and 
Hfi thick. Researchers discovered 
remnants of seven out of a total 
of eight towers estimated to have 


stood 30ft 
high, various 
rooms, frank¬ 
incense burn¬ 
ers and thou¬ 
sands of 
pieces of poi- 
lery and glass 
artefacts. 

Sir Ranulph 
said the evi¬ 
dence suggest¬ 
ed that the 
lrcm men¬ 
tioned in the 
Koran, Ptolo- 
my's Omanum 
Emporium and 
the Bedouin's 
Ubar arc the 
same ancient 
city found un¬ 
der Shis'r. 
lrcm, the Ko¬ 
ranic version 
of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, is 
described in 
the Koran as 
"the many 
towered city of Irem... whose 
like has not been built in the en¬ 
tire land." 

Educated at Eton and trained 
with the SAS, Sir Ranulph has 
led a life of exploration and ad¬ 
venture. In addition to searching 
for Ubar, lie has attempted four 
times to walk unaided to the 
North Pole, written eight non¬ 
fiction books and claims to have 
foiled on assassination attempt 
on his life by a group of hired 
killers known os the Clinic, who 




% 


.ThtmuS 
' • •- 


'-■•Arvfmrt 


1 hv ■ 


YFMI-.N 


j ftafe 

ItotW 

. ; v:: 


. .a.:; A 

i£k. . 


The lost city ol Ubarj \ 'V-.- 


t)C says were paid to murder for¬ 
mer British soldiers who had 
fought in the Arabian desert. He 
first became interested in Ubar 
in the Sixties when he was sec¬ 
onded by the Army to fight com¬ 
munist insurgents in the region, 
which is bordered by Oman, 
Saudi Arabia and the Yemen. 

"The Bedouin wandered tiic 
sands on all sides of the three 
borders. They were the people 
who were rife with the tales of 
the lost city of Ubar." They 
talked about ''pillars in the 
sand, 1 ' he said. 

After several foiled attempts to 
find Ubar over more than 10 
years, Sir Ranulph's break¬ 
through came in 1986 when the 
space shuttle Challenger provid¬ 
ed a satellite picture of an an¬ 
cient road. Fuither images taken 
several years later of the road 
near Ramlat Shuayat suggested 
that it had run north-west from 
Shis'r, a site than Sir Ranulph 
had camped at three times dur¬ 
ing his Army days. The photo¬ 
graphs did noL locate the lost city 


.MantMM . but llicy pm- 

.' vided a lot 01 

help.” 

Another cru¬ 
cial clue came 
. from a knowi- 

. ■' ‘. edge of the lo- 
' „ . . , .cal watering 

. R holes. Ol" ihe 

" M A three aquifers 

C n in the region, 

- ' unly one pro- 

|‘ V; vided "sweet" 
/ , water and this 

, was at Shis'r. 

>■;. r wi An old foit 

'•; <1 at Shis'r is be- 

A Y r lieved to be 

* e ;: V, VVr-vJ| about 300 

years old. But 
on closer inspection the stones 
used to make it turned out to be 
about 2,000 years older nnd pos¬ 
sibly came from the rubble of 
Ubar. Radar images taken of un¬ 
derground structures also re¬ 
vealed u well head at Shis'r 

about 4m squiirc that was evi¬ 
dently a large and ancient water 
source. 

The archaeologists, led by Dr 
Juris Zurins of Southwest Mis¬ 
souri State University, have dis¬ 
covered that a cataclysmic subsi¬ 
dence of a large area within the 
ancient city walls occurred prob¬ 
ably about AD 500 as a result of 
the water level of the under¬ 
ground aquifer falling and caus¬ 
ing fissures in the limestone rock 
on which the city was built. 

After ihe collapse, much of the 
city was buried in up to 30ft of 
sand. -The city's physical col¬ 
lapse occurred at about the same 
time as the collapse of the frank¬ 
incense trade, Sir Ranulph said. 
■ 
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Rawdah El-Hudhud: 

Nationalistic children's writer 

Continued from page 5 

foot. Head first, he descended 10 the ground, with his grip on the 
spear beneath his waist. "My white garment is my coffinsaid Aatner 
tohiihself, advancing forward slowly. , 

Likewise, the officer was advancing; the former crawling in centi¬ 
meters, the latter advancing in meters; one crawling and the other 
advancing, until Aamer reached where the officer stood. The officer 
stretched his strong, right hand to Aamer whose body was piled over 
his spear. A serious meeting between a deft murderer, and a faithful 
to Allah; between an occupier of the land, and a defender of U; a per- 




Shoes to care-for your baby's feet up to 6 years old. 



intends to kill for the first lime. Between an officer armed with an au¬ 
tomatic revolver, ana a young man armed with a home-made spear; a 
dangerous confrontation between an officer standing on his feet, and 
■a youth wounded in one of his feel. 

The story of Aamer Abu Sarhan, the Obeideyyeh hero, is the story 
of every Palestinian youth inside the occupied territories', his Buffer- 
\ ,R 8. his fears, his aborted ambitions, and his hope for sulvatiori ex¬ 
press those of his fellow citizens. In this story, as in ail the rest of her 
JFgwfc Rawdah El-Hudhud delineates characters and events in a 
Skillful .real is |ic, simple style. When reading her stories to children 
■ ^^^^^ theh reactiop: After every pause, they reiterate "And 

a ^ity i°h(4d lhc listener's breath in suspense and arouse his 
expectations are essential.properties of story-telling, as Borbara Hof- 
ay noted in one of her excellent essays on the art of hovel writing. In 
. Kawdahs stories, these qualities are evidently there — helping to 
lassify her as one pf Jordan*^ best writer^ for children. M 

&W ft Snlameh Is a.prodrieer at ftiidjo Jordan. He has an MA; 
n English Literature from me Unlv^rSIty of jurd^m • ./ f 


The 'tjgggjP family is nowjolned by Chlcco shoes which make • 
yotir baby's first steps up to 6 years old both comfortable and happy. 


cares for your children on* genercHon after the other 


, AvBlIabk.now *1 lt» following pharinsolu and Btorea; 

# Tauq Plwnnaey ■ Tot BfiSOSp • AT Fiji Ptwmiuy - Tal. 8193M 
‘ • ZHMiHti PtWITTBCl’ - T«|- 098Z87 • 8u4(.YttiiniB - Tel: 6M101 

• ledMolaiqBPharmacy• Tel:654006 • ibrtAlNafMSPharmacy-TeL7451OS 
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Would You 
Believe. 

Nearly one of every 10 
U.S. residents relies on 

fond In holn mi* 

---1- 

food on the table. 

« * * 

Two 11-year-old girls 
recently drove 10 houra 
from VVeBt Virginia to 
Kentucky on their own. 
They made it safely, even 
stopping for gas along the 
way. Their reason? They 
wanted to see a newborn 
niece. 

* * <* 

A new survey found 
that the average U.S. res¬ 
ident spends almost 30 
hours a week in front of 
the television. Teen-agers 
watch the least TV, how¬ 
ever, with 23 hours a 
week. Women watch the 
most, 32 hours. 

* * * 

In rural Russia, there's 
a Halloween-like festival 
held at Christmas in 
which Bingers wish good 
health and fortune to 
neighbors who respond 
with hospitality to their 
singing and wish a painful 
death to those who don’t. 
* * * 


* CROSSWORD PUZZLE * 


THE FAR SIDE 


By GARY LARSON 


ACROSS 

39 Against: 

2 River In 

32 One who 

1 Tableland 

pref. 

Spain 

inspects 

K Qnrlta 

we 

in a A.-— •!->-- 
-tv r-iu* Hi lining 

j uosarvaa 

33 Crustacean 

8 Young whale 

light 

41 Houston 

4 Ridiculous 

34 Leg joint 

12 Overweight 

. one 

37 Certain 

14 Wild dis¬ 

football 

5 Obliterate 

time . 

order 

player 

6 Similar 

period 

16 Margarine 

42 Meat-and 

7 Enemy 

41 Colorful 

17 Teller 

vegetable 

B Device 

bird 

19 Close 

dish 

9 Toward 

43 Theater 

20 Long,long 

44 Metal waste 

shelter 

sign 

tlmB 

45 Miner's 

10 TV's Norman 

44 Entrance 

21 Crete 

find 

11 In favor of 

46 Nestling's 

22 Sey 

46 Invent 

13 Leave 

eoiind 

24 Reduce 

47 Severity 

Illegally 

47 Puerto — 

25 Mai de - 

49 Beatltl 

15 Brass 

48 Japanese 

26 Walked 

60 Elec, unit 

Instrument 

box ■ 

stealthily 

63 Carry a 

IB Trading 

49 WWII town 

28 Show of 

tune 

center 

50 Armadillo 

apprecia¬ 

tion 

54 Intruder 

23 - Aviv 

61 Allot 

67 Field unit 

24 Quibbling 

52 Ship's stem 

33 Mediterra¬ 

58 Masculine 

lawyer 

53 Snead or 

nean island 

69 Museof 

26 TV camera 

Levene 

34 Swiss 

poetry 

boom 

55 — King Cole 

abstract 

60 Secure 

27 French 

66 Celestial 

painter 

61 Do better 

income 

sphere 

35 Implore 

than 

28 Permit 

36 Scold 

62 Make beer 

29 Hammer head 


vehemently 


30 Soviet 


37 Bay 

DOWN 

mountains 


38 Legend 

1 Method 

31 Store 
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“You know, BJorg, there’s something about holding a 
good, solid mace In your hand — you |uat look for an 
excuse to smash something." 




Aggressive bidding 


TAKE THIS hand from last Friday's weekly 
open learn of the Jordan Bridge Association: 


Dealer: 
West 


* J7 

V A 87 

♦ KQJ5 
+ 8763 


4 K6 Vulnerable 

V KQJ654 NS 

♦ 32 

♦ Q 5 4 


N. 

W E 
S . 


♦ Q 54 
Y 1092 

♦ 109 8 7 

♦ K J 10 


♦ A 1098 32 
V 3 ■' 

♦ A6 4 ; 

♦ A92 


Bidding - Open room : 


West ' 
Pass 
•.Pass 
Pass'. 


North 

i v; 
,2 V 
pass 


Bidding - Closed toohi 


West 

Piss 

Pass 


North 
2V 
3 V. 
4* 


South' 

' 3;* . . 


At the open room, North evaluated his hand as 
an opening hand at the one level, an idea I didn't 
agree with, though of the semi solid suit, the 
hand is Aceless and the outside values are on 
their own without any protection. 

At the closed room. North opened two Hearts, In 
addition to the previous reasoning, his side is 
Vulnerable and ne Is in the second seal, which 
means that his weak two opening should be in its 
upper range. 

Three Clubs by South is really asking about a 
singleton , North denied any one ana South , 
sure of two cards of Spade invited the game. 
North with his maximum hand and spade king 
bids the game without arty hesitation. 

Good players tend to bid oggresively when play- 
. mg teams, but I still believe that North over eval¬ 
uated his hand, passing or bidding two Spades 
would have produced good results; . 

Anyhow, if you bid It you should make your best 
to make it. West led the Dtarhond king, how do 
you play the hand? 

South wins with ih$ Ace and play his Heart di¬ 
rectly, West ducks but the declarer continues 
with a high heart which West wins, cashes a dia- 
• mpnd and plays his highest club. Declarer wins, 
plays his spade Ace and king ending in dummy. 
Dec «Ver cashes the high heart which drops the 
outside hearts and continues with a good heart. 
Bast either ruffs or Is not immaterial, declarer 

discards his last Club. i 

To ; make Jlje contradl,' hearts must be divided 


"Oh, greatl Now there goes my hall 1 



good enpugh to bid it I . r. \ • :„ \ 


Th$ life and times of Lulu. Mrai O'Leary’s 
'. " V:: ‘ ill-fatedtow. '”V 
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ROCK TRACKS 


By Stephanie DuBols 

Quincy Jones recently returned from a trip to 
Africa in search of artists for his Qwest Records label. 

H Jones believes a unified global com¬ 
munication through music is just 
around the corner and is committed 
to turning the Warner Bros, subsid¬ 
iary into a world beat affair. Quincy's 
first world beat artist is Brazilian 
composer/guitarist Dori Cnymmi. 
Jones says of Caymmi's critically- 
acclaimed debut "Brasilian Serena- 
ta" album, "Don's music speaks not 
just for itself, but for people of all persuasions through¬ 
out the world.” 

Songstress Melba Mooro says she’s talked Gladys 
Knight into making her producing debut with 
Moore's next album. She says the collaboration "is a 
unique situation that came out of our friendship. 1 said 
to her one day, ’Gladys, as much as you do with 
reworking other people's material, you could exec pro¬ 
duce a whole album' — and I asked her to do mine. She 
was very excited, because she's been doing work like 
this throughout the years, but never had her name on 
anything.” Moore won’t be able to work on the disk, 
which also will have Stevie Wonder's input, until 
next year because of Knight's schedule. "Gladys is out 
on the road, but she's already come up with two songs 
that are killing," says Moore. Meanwhile, she’s work¬ 
ing on a one-woman show, "Soul Exposed," to take on 
the road in February. Moore says she's doing the show 
"for the purpose of getting back into theater and 
acting. It will be largely musical, but not in concert 
form." 

Singer Bonnie Sheridan (formely Bonnie Bram- 
lett of Delaney & Bonnie fame) says she planB to 
milk her exposure as the sassy waitress Bonnie on 
“Roseanne" for all it’s worth. "It's awesome to realize 
that being on one of the top hit TV shows means that 
more people see me on this series than have in my 
whole career." Sheridan, whose latest group is the 
Bandaloo Doctors, says thanks to "Roseanne" she's 
tapped into o whole new generation of fans. "I just 
Bang about four bars in one episode, and I was getting 
fan mail Baying 'Man, you're really good. You should 
make records,'" laughs the singer, who has some 20- 
plUB albums to her credit. In fact, Rhino Records plans 
to release a "Bost of compilation CD in February of 
her first bond, Delaney & Bonnie & Friends with 
Erie Clapton. And a limitod edition "Live" CD of 
Bandaloo Doctors is Boon to be issued. Sheridan 
plans to head out on tour with the Doctors when Bhe 
breaks from "Roseanne" in the spring. 

Rock 'n' roll pioneer Carl Perkins, who underwent 
treatmont for a cancerous growth in his throat last 
spring, has now boon given a clean bill of health by his 
doctors. The rocker has a new album ready for release 
Jan. 21. 
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TOP POP 
SINGLES 

1. 2 Legit 2 Quit, Ham¬ 
mer, Capitol 

2. It’s So Hard to Say 
Goodbye to Yesterday. 
Bevz II Men, Tommy Boy 

3. All 4 Love, Color Me 
Badd, Giant 

4. Black or White, Mi¬ 
chael Jackson, Epic 

5. Set Adrift on Memory 
Bliss, P.M. Dawn, Gee 
Street 

6. Finally, Ce CePeniston, 
A&M 

7. Can’t Let Go, Moriah 
Carey, Columbia 

8. WildsIde, Marky Mark 
& The Funky Bunch, 
Interscope 

9. When a Man Loves a 
Woman, Michael Bolton, 
Columbia 


TOP VIDEO 
RENTALS 

1. Backdraft, Kurt Rus¬ 
sell, Robert De Niro, 
MCA/Universal Home 
Video (R-1901) 

2. FX2: The Deadly De¬ 
lusion, Bryan Brown, Bri¬ 
an Dennehy, Orion Horae 
Video (PG-13-1991) 

3. The Silence of the 
Lambs, Jodie Foster, An¬ 
thony Hopkins, Orion 
Horae Video (R-1001) 

4. What About Bob?, Bill 
Murray, Ricard Drevfuss, 
Touchstone Home Video 
(PG-1091) 

6. Robin Hood: Prince of 
Thieves, Kevin Costner, 
Warner Home Video (PG- 
13-1991) 

TOPCOUNTRY 
ALBUMS 

1. Ropin' the Wind, 
Garth Brooks, Capitol 

2. No Fences, Garth 
Brooks, Capitol 

3. Pocket Full Gold, 
Vince Gill, MCA 

4. Trisha Yearwood, Tri¬ 
sha Yeanvood, MCA 

6. For My Broken Heart, 
Reba AfcE/Uire. MCA 

6. Greatest Hits Vol. II, 
The Judds, Curb/RCA 

7. It's All About to 
Change, Travis Tritt,. 
Warner Bros. 
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Atlantic manta 

(Manta blroslrfs) . - 

Home: 

waters and 
open sea of 
Atlantic Ocean: 

North Carolina to 

Brazil; Madeira B 

to West Africa a 

■ Habits: Fleshy W 

lobes at each side H 

of mouth can be 
rolled or extended to 
act as scoops for food; 

the manta eats fish, large crustaceans and tiny 
plankton creatures; young hatch inside the 
mother and are. born well-developed 

Claim to fame: This huge creature, also 
known as the giant devil ray, Is the largest living 
ray —17 feet long and 22 feet wide 
SOURCE; Macmillan IHustrated Animal Encyclopedia; Research 
by NANCY ROSS-FLANIGAN 


=VIDEOVIEW 

■By Jay Bobbin 

(Ratings for each film begin with an "asterisk” 
rating — one meaning "poor," four meaning "excel¬ 
lent" — followed by the Motion Picture Association of 
America rating, and then by a family-viewing guide, 
the key for which appears below.) 

STARTING THI8 WEEK: "HOTSHOTSr\?ox, 
$94.98): One of last year's top hits, this comedy from 
director Jim Abrahams — part of the "Naked Gun"— 
"Airplane!" team — regales in sending up military 
movies of the past, especially "Top Gun." Charlie 
Sheen plays an ace pilot involved In a top-secret 
mission, with Lloyd Bridges providing great support as 
hiB commander; Valeria Golino and Jon Cryer also 
star. *** (PG-13: AS, P, V) 

"MOBSTERS" (MCA/Universal, $91.95): If it's not 
accepted ae-the absolute truth about its subjects, this 
stylish' representation of the younger years of several 
gangland figures is entertaining in a very slick way. 
Patrick Dempsey, Richard Grieco, Costas Mandylor 
and Christian Stater aot out the roots of such famous 
criminals as Bugsy Siegel —sorry, Warren Beatty — 
and Lucky Luciano. ** (R: AS, P, V) 

"LIFE STINKS’* (MGM/UA, $94.99): Though not 
quite up to the level of his no-holds-barred satires like 


UirT^TiTSv iH u *BIDl*lM 11 DJi III I II I M|M |> 


comedy still lets director and star Mel Brooks milk 
some good laughs from its premise. In a "Trading 
Placea'Mike plot, he plays a wealthy man out to win a 
bet by becoming a street person for a month; Lesley 
Ann Warren also appears. ** (PG-13: AS, P, V) 


Unscramble these four words, one 
letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words.' 



Now airings the ceded letter* k> 
term ihe surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answr THE “i 


vadi «7vyaN3D. 3HJ.—K* to *m i*iw ue«8w 
A08VHO AtaoiN Xahvo. aivraa, uw«uy. 
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Programs on 
Jordan 





tg® Television 
||f from 

mfr 21*27 

March 


ENGLISH PROGRAM WEDNESDAY 


SATURDAY 

8:30 — America's Funniest 
Home Videos. 

9:00 — Encounter. 

9:30 — The Stamps or Grcut- 
ness: The autobiography of the 
Scotch, bohemian poet Robert 
Bums belter known as the peas¬ 
ants 1 poet, who lived in the 18- 
19 century. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Feature Film. "The 
Man From the Pru" Starring 
Jonathan Prycc and Susannah 
York: William Wallace, a bril¬ 
liant scientist is accused of kill¬ 
ing his wife in Liverpool in 1931 
where he was indiacd and later 
acquitted. 

SUNDAY 


8:30 — Journeys to Art: A so¬ 
cial and cultural program on the 
Islamic city of Asian an in Iran, 
and the different historical eras it 
went through ever since it was 
built4,000 years ago. 

9:10 — Equinox: Tonight's epi¬ 
sode talks about microscopic 
ports of plants and live cells, on 
the one hand, and the modern 
technological apparatuses to 
magnify them thereby enabling 
scientists to study them more ef¬ 
ficiently. 

10:00 — News In English. 

10:20 — Law nnd Order: A 
couple arc murdered. Investiga¬ 
tion reveals the-murderer to be 
the husband's partner. 

: MONDAY 


8:30 — Land of Hope and Glo¬ 
ria: Assisted by an American 
'• expert, Gloria manages to turn 
Beaumont House into a house of 
horrors... ■ • 

9x10 Capital City: Max is 
sent to Warsaw to work on a 
swap deal to build an oil tanker 
- for a client. After lengthy nnd 
exhausting negotiations the deal 
docs not pull through.- 
10:00 -r News in English, 

10:20 — Ruth Rendel): A mys¬ 
tery movie about a man whose 
Victims is the rich and famous 
musician Sir Emannucl. Natha¬ 
lie, his daughter, comes to claim 
her legal inheritance, blit , die 
■ dhief detective is convinced that 
she is an impostor ,\ '■■■■_. •' 

: ■ TUESDAY. •••': 

■' 4:30 ■»—. Evening Shade: In to/ 
night's i cpl sode. two' girls' decide 
to join the football, teomi 
. ,9:10 rr Golden Years: The jcilK 
er Andrew s iS hot on the heels of 
• Harland. General Luis, on the 
other. hand, pursues Andrews 
and is determined to deter him, ■ 
10:00 —News In English. 

10:20 — Selling Hitler: In 
1945, a-Gefman air force" mar¬ 
shal smuggles let planes; loaded 
. with classified information', offi¬ 
cial documents and -hislory of 
the German• Reich to a secret 
place for safe . keeping. One of 
; .tHe planes crashes enabling a 
forger to distort Hitler’s charac: 

.' ter. • - • • ' ; • - 


8:30 — Scientific 
Legacy of the 
Arabs: A docu¬ 
mentary program 
on die contribu¬ 
tions of Arab sci¬ 
entists in the field 
or botany and the 
use of plants in 
medicine. 

9:10 — National 
Auborn Society. 

"Grizzly and 
Man— An Easy 
Truce": It was be¬ 
lieved in the West 
that grizzly bears 
will always be 

if'!, pJSMi Emil " e Shade on T,usday at 8:30 



u is proven mat . .. — 

those animals arc 

able to adapt to a man- 

dominated world; 

10:00 — News in English. 

10.20 — Drug wars: Harley 
manages to kidnap drug dealer 
Reymond and send him stealthi¬ 
ly to America to stand trial. 

THURSDAY 

8:30 — Sput/.. "Death of u 
Sputzmun": TJ, the staff director, 
is mistakenly pronounced dead 
by the computer, which gives TJ 
a hell of a time. 

9:10—’NBA Uosketbnll. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Movie-of the Week: 
"Palomino" Starring Lindsay 
Frost: The film is about the love 
story of a woman who over¬ 
comes countless hurdles to reach 
a happy life. 

’ FRIDAY 

8:30 — Lenny: While Lenny's' 
mother is very uptight about the 
fact dial her husbund went to the 
funeral of the woman he was in 
love with fifty years ago, Lenny 
and his co-workers become 
trapped in the mine which col¬ 
lapsed while they were inside. 

9:10 — Derrick: In tonight's de¬ 
tective scries a prisoner decides 
‘to get revenge, 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Chancer. "Love 1 ': Ste¬ 
phen makes a suicidal bet with 
Franklin just id save Douglas 
Motors from Japanese competi¬ 
tors. • 

FRENCH PROGRAM 1 

, saMedi 

'6:00 » Les tortues Ninja. A : 

cartoon sdrics, 

6:30 — La famiile Fontaine, . 
7:00—News jjn French'. 

7:15 Carnet, de notes, A 1 • 

: classical music program.' 

• ibnyiANCHE : 

5:30 — La malson bletie. A. 
cartoon series.. 

5:45 L'art lyiukonde dd Mo¬ 
zambique; A. program, about-• 

,sculptures.;' :." 

6:10 — L'dcole des. fans. Chib ;i 
dren sing the .songs -Of their fa- 1 
. youriie singers. Tonight's guest- 
is Hepri Salvador. .0 V • . ; i'. 

,,t 7:00f-News.in Frenchv '.--'A* 


7:15 — Fusions. 

"L'dvfinemenl— le messager de 
l'cspacc". A program about the 
use of satellites in communica¬ 
tions and the exchange of news. 

LUNDI 

6:00 — Le mondc sous-martn 
de Jneques-Yves Cousteau. A 
documentary program about life 
on the sea. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — The Weekly Sports 
Magazine. 

MARDI 

6:00 — Bouli. A program for 
children. 

6:15 — Les tortues Ninja. A 
cartoon sories. 

6:30 — Le chevalier du laby- 
rintlie. A game show program 
requiring talent and intelligence. 
7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — Carnet de notes. A 
classical music program, 

MERCREDI • 

6:00—Musleales. "Faust h Ber- 
cy". A musical program. 

7:00 — News in French.' : . .* 

7:15 — Intertropique.; "Ba¬ 
nana". A documentary program 
about agriculture in Africa and 
the banana crop. 

' ' -JEUDI ' 

6:00 — Regard sur la d£mog- 
raphle afrlcalne. !A documen¬ 
tary program about increasing 
population of Africa. 

5:30 — Mnguy. A comedy se¬ 
ries about Maguy and her hus¬ 
band. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — Carnet de notes.. A 
; classical music program. . 

VENDREDt • ; 

5:30 —■ Vie en plumes, vie eii 
plombe: The story of a ydung 
mdn who takes tip a job at'"us 
Jour" newspaper.. . 

- 7**,GO, 1 — News Ini French,. 

,7!.15— Fusiotis. "Glaciers"; To¬ 
night's program is about the ai- 
tdnpt to recapture' water from 
die French Q rapiers so as to ull .a 
. dq'm on^elprench-Swiss board¬ 
ers. • rr'--./ •' . ... 


JEANE DIXCN’S 


ARIES (21 March - 19 April): Your creulivity is of major im¬ 
portance. Since influential people arc receptive to your ideas, 
you an earn extra money. Someone may try to change your polit¬ 
ical views. Stand your ground. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): Work is your lop priority. 
Events in faraway places may have a direct c-ffccl on your finan¬ 
cial fortunes. Indecision could cause- monetary losses. Taking a 
short journey is probably your best option. 

GEMINI (21 May - 20 June): Planning for the future should be 
a top priority. Although working wiLh figures is fuvoured now, 
handle money wisely. The cooling of a romance is for the best. 

A child's actions delight you. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): Be careful not to injure some¬ 
one's pride. Advice from ex pens may be helpful in this instance. 

If feeling blue, seek solitude until the mood pusses. Rest and 
meditation will perk you up. 

LEO (23 July - 22 August): Move forward with confidence. Do 
not be awed by someone who strikes a superior attitude; be 
yourself. Your partner or male may be in a difficult mood. Try 
to find out the cause. 

VIRGO (23 August - 22 September): A close pal shares good 
news. Others'arc anxious to spend your money; resist them. A 
hunch is right on target. Follow up on it! A family friend opens 
new doors for you. 

LIBRA (23 September - 22 October): You are inclined to over¬ 
extend yourself. Finish what you start. Opening new lines of 
communication will enhance a marriage. Give free rein to your 
creative talents. Save money for a rainy day. 

SCORPIO (23 October - 21 November): The opportunity to 
earn a higher salary makes you euger to change jobs. Real estate 
can be a wise invesunem. Health worries lessen. Travel is fa¬ 
voured this week. Remember to call home. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November - 21 December): You have con¬ 
siderable influence with others. A relative helps you with a fi¬ 
nancial matter. Joint ventures cim pay big dividends; seek fami¬ 
ly's cooperation. Bo more appreciative of male. 

CAPRICORN (22 Dcccmbor - 10'January): Plan work assign¬ 
ments on weekdays, then follow your schedule closely. Good 
news and interesting talk add zest to your weekend. A long-time 
debt may bo repaid. A short trip is on die horizon. 

AQUARIUS (20 January -18 February): Friends play n special 
role in your professional life. Family's cooperation is necessary 
to improve a financial situation, fvlale could make a special re¬ 
quest. Comply without asking a lot of questions. 

PISCES (19 February - 20 March); Innovations prove especially 
valuable in changing ihc business picture. Express yourself more 
clearly and you will reach your career goals sooner. New finan¬ 
cial gains put you, in a happy frame or mind. 

THIS WEEK'S CHILDREN are ambitious and enthusiastic 
but sometimes flighty.They must learn to channel their energies 
into one project at a lime. A tendency to procrastinate should be 
nipped in the bud. Too often, these children will ignore helpful ' 
advice. They want fo make their own choices and tend to block 
out suggestions. Charming and willy, they attract people like a 
magnet. Others love these light-hearted youngsLers so much that 
they excuse or overlook their shortcomings. 
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SUBSCRIBE 
TO The Star 

Home delivery 
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at JD 15.000 only 
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Call 648298 




Diplomatic Corps 



Algerian .. 641271/2 

Australian. 637246/7 

Austrian Embassy.674750 

Bahrain. 664148 

Belgian .675683 

Bulgarian.818151 

Canadian. 666124 

Chilean. 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.»77MB 

Czechoslov akian .665105 

Danish Consulate Gen.622324 

Finnish Consulate.623443 

French.641273/4 

German.689351 

Greek .672331 

Hungarian.816614 

Indian.637262 

Iraqi . 639331 

Italian.638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese.672486/7 

Yugoslavian.665107 

Kuwaiti....675135/8 

Libyan.........666118 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan. .. ...641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.828911 

North Korean .. 666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Pakistani...622781 

Palestine......677511 

People's Rep. of China.66613S 

Phillipincs. 645161 

Polish.. 637153 

Qatari.. 644331/2 

Romanian .667738 

Saudi Arabian.. 814154 

South Korean.660745/6 

Spanish .622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish .669177/9 

Swiss..686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

United Arab Emirates. 644369 

United Kingdom......823100 

United States of America.. 644371 

USSR.641158 

Yemen. 642381 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP.668171/7 

UNRWA.669194/8 

(Taiwan) .671530 

UNICEF.. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka.645312 


Arab Air Cargo..674191/95 

Aeroflot.,...641510 

Air Franco.666066/782425 

Air India .675888/9 

Air Lanka .655377/651799 

Alitalia. 625203 

American Airlines............669068 

Arab Wings.......894484 

Austrian Airllnes..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways ...-..... 641430 

China Airlines V.637380 

Cathay Pacific..624363 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air. 630011 

Emirates AMlnos.662141/678321 

Gulf Air. 653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines ..639295 

Ibena.^...637827/644036 

Iraqi Airways. 628596/628598 

Japan Air Lines ...630879 

K.L.M .;.622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 

Kuwaiti Airlines... 630144 

Libvan Arab Airlines.... 643831/2 

Lufthansa. 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.E.A.......... 636104 

Olympic..... 630125/638433 

PIA...;. 625981 

Phillippine Airlines.......... 670155 

Polish Airlines......... 625981 

Qantas.-—.641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian.;. 678321 

Sabena Belgian Airlines., 675888 

Saudis....,;....639333 

Scandinavian Airlines .... 604649 

Singapore, Airlines.......... 676177 

Sudan Airlines,;.,...:....,. 1 .. 662111 

Swiss Air(G.S;A.)..642943 

Swiss Air.;;......i...i.... 629831 

Syrian Air......... 622147 

TARCOM- Romanian,...:,.637380 
Thai Airivays,,,....,............ 604649 

Trans World Airline 623430 

Turkish Airlines ..659102 

Yemenis Airways,..,.,.,^.... 628175 
Yugoslav Airlines ....., 604911 


Qudeh Alia Airport (08)53200 


Diary 


Museums 


Activities 


Important Numbers 


Cultural centres 


Cinemas 


Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute.. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre. 665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library. 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 


Concord. 677420 

Rainbow. 625155 

Plaza. 674111 

Philadelphia. 634144 

Nijoum.. 675571 


Sports Clubs 


A1 Hussein Sports City. 

Orthodox Club. 

Royal Automobile Club... 

Royal Shooting Club. 

Royal Chess Club. 

Royal Racing Club.09- 

Joidan Bridge Assoc. 


667181 
81049 L 
815410 
736572 
673713 
801233 
.676990 


Emergencies 

Amman Govemorate.91228 

Amman Civil Defence...198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept.66till 

Ambulance.193,775111 

Amman fire bridgadc.......198 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence resuce.630341 

Police rescue. 621111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co...636381/4 

Water complaints.. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08)53200 


Rent-a-car 


Hotels 


Hospitals 



. 668958 

Al-Jabal . 

.606669 

Kada . 

665161/665153 

Al-Labadi .. 

.813554 

National....... 

Nebo. 

. 816792 

Petra. 

. 605501 

Rabbit Amman.... 

. 672424 

Al-Rimal. 

. 639861 

Al-Samer. 

.771707 

Salelite.... 

625767/621471 

Star.. 


Tigar. 


Tnist. 

. 673312 

Al-Waha .674105 

Abu Deage. 

.644642/644906 

Amin Jarrar (Avis). 670498 

Amman. 


Arabian. 

.641350 

A via-Jarrar. 

.08/51000 

Budget . 

.604230 


. 669970 

Dirani . 

.660601 

Europe ar. 

.601350/80 

General Services 

.674100 

n»iif. 

. 660902 



Amman 

Crown.....798181 

Philadelphia.663100 

Marriott... 660100 

Regency ...660000 

Jerusalem . ,665094 

InterContinental. 641361 

Ambassador... 665186 

Commodor.665181 

Middle East. 667150 

Grand Palace.661121 

Tyche . 661114 

International.......... 841712 

San Rock. 813801 

Alia Gateway.(08) 51000 

Amra . 815071 

Plaza .674111 


Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khalcdi Maternity.644281/6 

Aklch Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman.. 636141 

Palestine, Shmeisanl.664171/4 

Shmeiaani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227AJ 

The Islamic, Abd&li.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

Italian-Al-Muhajrcen.....777101/3 
A1-Bashir, Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Army, Marka..891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital... 674155 


General 


Aqaba 

Holiday Int'l.312426 

Miramar.314340 

Al-Cazar.314131 

Coral Beach....313521 

Aquamarine 1......316250 

Aqaba ..314091 


Jordan Television..773111/19 

Radio Jordan.....774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311. 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information.....121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service..623101 






Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 


Jordan's political, aoonomlo 
and cultural weakly 


Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


Algeria,...,...213 

Argentina.54 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia.. 61 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Pqrlh9 
Sydney 2 

Austria...43 

Vienna 222, 

Bahrain. 973 

Belgium. 32 

Antwerp 3 • 

Brussels 2 

Brazil .-55 - 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brazillla61, 

Bulgaria...—..,,..... 359 

Sofia 2.. 

Canada.....—.....— 1 

Ottawa 613 

Chile..56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus... 357 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia... 42 

Prague 2 

Denmark .—.- 45 

Copenhagen tinner) 1 
Copenhagen (Quter) 2 

Ecuador... 593 

QuUo2 

Egypt......................I- 20 

Cairo 2 1 . i 

Elre,...H.—.353 

; Dublin 1 ■; .. • 

Cork2i ; - 

Helsinki 0' 'J .. 

France ..i............ .33 







Paris 1 

Germany W...... 

Bonn 288 

Greece.. 

Athens/Plrseus 1 

India... 

Bandore 812 
, New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 


And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,2,3,4,5,6,71 & 8. : 


Indonesia... 62 

Jakank21 

Italy... 39 

Rome 6 

Iraq.—....'..964 

Baghdadi 

J man....... 81 

Tokyo 3 . 

Kenya...— 254 

Nairobi 2 


Kuwait................... 965 

Korea..... ..,i 82 

Seoul 2 

Libya................. 218 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon.... .........961 

Beiruti 

Malay®!*----.... 60. 

Kuala Lumpur 3 . 

Mexico.., ..52 

.. Mexico City 5 

Morocco.. 

Fez 6 . 

rBobrt7- .. ....... 

'jNetberiarida ,1. ,'3 l 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4ih lo 18ih centuries). The Roman 
Theatre, Amman. Opening hours: 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. year round.Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 651760. 


Jordan Arc hneologlcal Museu m: 
Has an excellent collection or the 
antiquities of Jordan. Jsbal Al- 
Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel: 638795. 


Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by 19(h century 
Orientalist artists. Miuuazah. Jabal 
Wclbdeh. Hours 10 a.m. -5:00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel .630128. 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen.....967 

AlBayda6 
Hodeldahl 
Sanaa 5 
Talz4 

Nigeria. 234 

Lagop 1 

Norway........ .47 

Oslo 2 

Oman. 968 

Pakistan..............,;. 92 

Karachi 21 • 

Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindl/blamabad 51 

Paraguay..... 595 

Asuncion 54 . 

Peru,,..,..........,...;...51 

Lima 14. . 

• Philippines..,.'...’-——63 
Manila 2 ' 

Poland.... 48 

; Warsaw 22 

Qatar...',.. 974 

Romania... 40 

BucharestO 

Saudi Arabia.. ,i. 966 

Al-Khobar3 
Al-Madlha 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah2 ■ 

.'Mecca!' 

Riyadh 1.. 

i Spain ..... . 34 

. Barcelona3 . 

•-^Madrid 1 •’:.••• 


Churches 



Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka...94 

Colombo 1 . 

Sudan...... 249 

Khartoum It 

Sweden..... 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria........,...—.. 963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan,;,............886 

Taipei 2 

Thailand.... 66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia. • ••«%■•«•|U«|I«|I Ut lt«««« ......... 216 

Tunis t , 

Turkey.... 90 

Ankara4 ; ■ 

Istanbul 1 

UAB..,-.... 971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
A1 Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
. Fujairah 70 
Ohyathl 52 ■ 

Ras A1 Khairaah 7f. 

Sharjah 6 

Umrti A1 Quwain 6 - 

UK .....44 

London (inner 7l/outor 81) ,. 

Uruguay............ 598 

Montevideo 2 ■ 

■* USA..;... i 

New York 212/718. 

Washington 202 ; 

USSR......... > 

Moscow 095 ’ 

Venezuela.........;... 58 

Caracas 2 • 

Yugoslavia.... 38 
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